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Dear Students,

During the summer, you will have the opportunity to read three very thought-provoking, engaging books with very complex characters. Share your 
thoughts with your friends and family.

The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba’s Struggle for Freedom by Margarita Engle
Margarita Engle, a Cuban-American poet, novelist, and journalist, draws a lyrical powerful portrait of Cuba’s history through verse. As you 
read, note the contrast between the two main characters, Rosa and Lieutenant Death. You can keep a list of differences on the blank pages 
in your book. 

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi OR Unwind by Neal Shusterman
You will select to read EITHER Ship Breaker or Unwind. Both books have dynamic, complex characters and a lot of action! As you read, anno-
tate lines that create and develop the main characters. Remember that characterization includes a person’s physical appearance, thoughts, 
speech, actions, motivations, and conflicts. It also includes how other people view the character. Once you have finished reading the book, 
you will write a letter. 

The letter should be addressed to the character that you consider a hero. In your letter, tell your character why he/she is your hero. Use 
examples from the text to support your opinion. 

1. Read novel
2. Annotate lines that create and develop the main characters.
 Ship Breaker: Nailer, Pima, Nita, Tool, Richard Lopez OR Unwind: Connor, Lev, Risa, Roland, The Admiral
3. Write a letter to the character that you consider a hero. Use examples from the text to support your opinion.

Many Waters by Madeleine L’Engle
Madeleine L’Engle is a prolific writer. She is the author of the Newbery Medal winner, A Wrinkle in Time. In Many Waters, L’Engle uses mate-
rial from the Bible to tell a moving story of love, devotion, and sacrifice. 

As you read the book, you will annotate passages in the novel that illustrate how the characters exhibited behaviors that would define them 
as “people for others.” In other words, you will note passages that illustrate how the characters helped others. 

When you finish the book, write a short description (100-200 words) describing a situation when you were a “person for others. The 
description should be typed. 

1. Read Many Waters by L’Engle.
2. Annotate passages that illustrate the characters being a “person for others.”
3. Write a short description describing a time when you were a “person for others.”

I am looking forward to teaching you next year. Enjoy the summer. Read every day. Reading will expand your view of the world, introduce you to 
new and exciting topics, and provide you with role models.

Happy reading,
Dr. Bedard

P.S. Read one book just for fun!


