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18 First Grade at a Glance
FIRST GRADE FACULTY
Lauretta DuByne 713.458.6422
LDuByne@StFrancisHouston.org

Debra Joyce, MS  713.458.6420
DJoyce@StFrancisHouston.org

Monica Masini, MA 713.458.6419
MMasini@StFrancisHouston.org

Mary Kate Springmann, MA 713.458.6423
MSpringmann@StFrancisHouston.org

LOWER SCHOOL DIVISION
Carol Christ, MEd 713.458.6121
Head of Lower School
CChrist@StFrancisHouston.org

Ryan Kochel 713.458.6107
Assistant Head of Lower School, Student Life
RKochel@StFrancisHouston.org

Debra McColloch, MEd 713.458.6176
Assistant Head of Lower School, Academic Life
DMcColloch@StFrancisHouston.org

Ali Salinas, EdS 713.458.6163
Curriculum and Instruction Specialist
ASalinas@StFrancisHouston.org

Holly Plost, MEd 713.458.6171
Math and Technology Specialist
HPlost@StFrancisHouston.org

Kristal St. Clair  713.458.6122
Lower School Offi  ce Manager
KStClair@StFrancisHouston.org

OTHER SCHOOL CONTACTS
Laurie Curtis, EdD  713.458.6118
Head of Student Support Services
LCurtis@StFrancisHouston.org

Margaret Newsom  713.458.6467
Director of Explore and Extend
MNewsom@StFrancisHouston.org

Morgan Scoville, MEd 713.458.6112
Head of Admissions and Enrollment Management
MScoville@StFrancisHouston.org

Debbie Toler, RN-BSN 713.458.6128
Nurse—Main Campus
DToler@StFrancisHouston.org

LOWER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FACULTY
ART Emily Arnot 713.458.6466
 EArnot@StFrancisHouston.org

DRAMA Lauren Peña 713.458.6481
 LPena@StFrancisHouston.org

MUSIC Melissa Jurick, MM 713.458.6430
 MJurick@StFrancisHouston.org

PHYSICAL Jeremy Cain 713.458.6469
EDUCATION JCain@StFrancisHouston.org

 Leveil Lander 713.458.6468
 LLander@StFrancisHouston.org

 Cydryce McMillian, MS 713.458.6451
 CMcMillian@StFrancisHouston.org

 Michael Settle 713.458.6454
 MSettle@StFrancisHouston.org

RELIGION Caroline Flores 713.458.6303
 CFlores@StFrancisHouston.org

SPANISH Maria Capecchi 713.458.6219
 MCapecchi@StFrancisHouston.org

 Mercedes Perli 713.458.6218
 MPerli@StFrancisHouston.org

LOWER SCHOOL CHAPEL
A primary component of our mission as a parish 
day school is to help our students appreciate and 
engage in the wonderful world God has made and 
entrusted to our care. As we gather regularly in 
chapel, we discover that our relationship with the 
Creator and Redeemer forms the heart and soul of 
our school family.

KEEPING CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATED
Parents are responsible for keeping their contact 
information current. When you have a change of 
address, phone number, or e-mail, please update 
your My BackPack account, available through the 
Parent Portal on our website. For assistance, e-mail 
Technology@StFrancisHouston.org.

FAITH DIGNITY COURAGE SCHOLARSHIP

MAIN CAMPUS + MAILING  335 Piney Point Road, Houston, Texas 77024  
SOUTH CAMPUS  2300 South Piney Point Road, Houston, Texas 77063

www.StFrancisHouston.org • P 713.458.6100 • F 713.782.4720



LANGUAGE ARTS AND SOCIAL STUDIES
• Reading through a balanced approach to literacy, 

which includes differentiated word work, sight word 
recognition, shared reading, independent reading, 
and read-alouds from a range of rich literature 
across genres

• Engaging in daily, rich literary discussions as a 
community of readers, where other’s opinions are 
respected

• Practicing fluency and comprehension strategies 
through independent and partner reading from  
self-selected and leveled texts

• Focusing on specific reading comprehension 
strategies to delve deeper into texts

• Recognizing literacy elements (genre, plot, 
character, setting, problem, theme)

• Setting goals, reflecting, and working throughout 
the year to develop writing voice and craft

• Writing authentic pieces across genres, including 
narrative, informative, and opinion writing

• Cycling through all stages of the writing process
• Engaging in a holistic approach to grammar 

instruction focused on capitalization and 
punctuation rules, parts of speech, and editing skills

• Understanding and applying word patterns that 
center on both phonics generalizations and  
high-frequency words taught in a differentiated 
small-group setting

• Integrating social studies concepts

MATH
• Understanding place value to read and write 

numbers
• Using place value understanding and properties of 

operations to add and subtract
• Representing and solving problems involving 

addition and subtraction
• Adding and subtracting within 20
• Working with equal groups of objects to gain 

foundations for multiplication
• Using place value understanding and properties of 

operations to add and subtract
• Measuring and estimating lengths in standard units 
• Relating addition and subtraction to length
• Working with time and money
• Representing and interpreting data

• Reasoning with shapes and understanding their 
attributes

• Making sense of problems and persevering in 
solving them

• Reasoning abstractly and quantitatively
• Constructing viable arguments and critiquing the 

reasoning of others

STEAM
• Asking questions and defining problems; planning 

and conducting investigations; collecting 
and recording data; and engaging in critical 
conversations

• Planning and carrying out investigations to answer 
scientific questions

• Developing and using models
• Using mathematics, information, computer 

technology, and computational thinking
• Constructing explanations and designing solutions
• Engaging in arguments from evidence
• Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating 

information
• Practicing the engineering design process: 

- Defining the problem 
- Identifying possible solutions 
- Designing a solution 
- Creating a prototype and optimizing its design

• Gathering and comparing data from observations 
and fair tests

TECHNOLOGY
• Familiarizing students with the keyboard using 

Learning.com’s online technology curriculum
• Conducting Internet research and integrating word 

processing and presentation skills
• Laying the foundation for an understanding of 

digital citizenship
• Exploring software, websites, and apps that support 

core curriculum concepts and differentiated 
instruction

• Beginning explorations of word processing 
• Practicing logical thinking through basic 

programming
• Expressing creativity and problem solving

First-Grade Core Curriculum Highlights
In a nurturing, learner-centered environment that encourages active student engagement, 
risk-taking, and independence, first graders will concentrate on these and other skills:


