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18 Pre-Primary at a Glance

FAITH DIGNITY COURAGE SCHOLARSHIP

MAIN CAMPUS + MAILING  335 Piney Point Road, Houston, Texas 77024  
SOUTH CAMPUS  2300 South Piney Point Road, Houston, Texas 77063

www.StFrancisHouston.org • P 713.458.6100 • F 713.782.4720

PRE-PRIMARY FACULTY

Teachers:

Annie Ferguson 713.458.6403
AFerguson@StFrancisHouston.org
Susan Meriwether, MA  713.458.6240
SMeriwether@StFrancisHouston.org

Jane Oteiza 713.458.6472
JOteiza@StFrancisHouston.org

Candi Robinson 713.458.6104
CRobinson@StFrancisHouston.org
Teacher Assistants:
Veronica Crummel 713.458.6221
VCrummel@StFrancisHouston.org

Sara Gutierrez 713.458.6298
SGutierrez@StFrancisHouston.org

Betty Huff  713.458.6327
BHuff @StFrancisHouston.org

Jacqueline Wilson 713.458.6279
JWilson@StFrancisHouston.org

PRIMARY SCHOOL DIVISION
Amy Whitley, MA 713.458.6115
Head of Primary School
AWhitley@StFrancisHouston.org

Clifton Walker, MEd 713.458.6322
Assistant Head of Primary School
CWalker@StFrancisHouston.org

Teresa McKinsey 713.458.6166
Primary School Offi  ce Manager
TMcKinsey@StFrancisHouston.org

Leslie vanArsdale  713.458.6456
Primary School Offi  ce Coordinator
LVanArsdale@StFrancisHouston.org

PRIMARY SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FACULTY
DRAMA Lyndsay Sweeney, MFA 713.458.6324
 LSweeney@StFrancisHouston.org

MOTOR Gesa Muxfeldt 713.458.6441
 GMuxfeldt@StFrancisHouston.org

MUSIC Nicole Fair 713.458.6149
 NFair@StFrancisHouston.org

SPANISH Claudia Schoelman 713.458.6243
 CSchoelman@StFrancisHouston.org

OTHER SCHOOL CONTACTS
Michelle Ly  713.458.6167
Primary School Clinic Manager
MLy@StFrancisHouston.org

Margaret Newsom  713.458.6467
Director of Explore and Extend
MNewsom@StFrancisHouston.org

Morgan Scoville, MEd 713.458.6112
Head of Admissions and Enrollment Management
MScoville@StFrancisHouston.org

Fr. Bob Wismer, MDiv 713.458.6133
Senior Chaplain
BWismer@StFrancisHouston.org

KEEPING CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATED
Parents are responsible for keeping their contact 
information current. When you have a change of 
address, phone number, or e-mail, please update 
your My BackPack account, available through the 
Parent Portal on our website. For assistance, e-mail 
Technology@StFrancisHouston.org.

RETURNING TO SCHOOL AFTER AN ILLNESS
Students who have been ill must be symptom-free 
for 24 hours before returning to school. They must 
be able to fully participate in the program when 
they return. Parents may not request that their child 
avoid outdoor play or other activities.



Pre-Primary Curriculum Highlights
PRIMARY SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT
In Primary School, we strive to offer an approach 
that is academically strong, balanced to include all 
developmental domains, and Reggio-inspired—all of 
which provide a solid foundation for future learning.

REGGIO-INSPIRED APPROACH
Research has identified specific skills that our children 
will need to live and work successfully in our rapidly 
changing world. These include the ability to ask questions, 
think critically, solve problems, and work with others. 
Our approach teaches these skills through child-initiated 
projects that require teamwork and problem solving and 
is inspired by the early education programs of Reggio 
Emilia, Italy. Although the Reggio approach is not new, 
the depth of inquiry and shared responsibility for learning 
between the child, teacher, and peers make this approach  
relevant today.

RICE EARLY LITERACY
The St. Francis Primary School partners with Rice 
University to offer a literacy curriculum that emphasizes 
reading and writing, culture, child development, and 
research. Students learn that their thoughts, ideas, and 
words are valuable and can be captured as print that can 
be dramatized and read again and again. All learning 
occurs through meaningful, authentic activities. A 
variety of techniques are utilized, such as:

 • Story telling and story acting
 • Adult-authored dramatization
 • Name curriculum and alphabetic understanding
 • Phonological awareness
 • News of the day
 • Read-aloud
 • Print-rich environment
 • Writing center
 • Classroom library
 • Dramatic play center
 • Group story creation
 • Stories, poems, and finger plays
 • Story baskets 

EMERGENT CURRICULUM
Our emergent curriculum builds upon the interests of 
the children. Projects are created and become in-depth 
studies of concepts, ideas, and interests. The student 
experiences learning through play and interaction. While 
participating in projects and learning centers, each child 
explores and experiments in various areas. 

ACADEMICS AND ENRICHMENT
Academic skills are taught through a variety of topics. In 
Primary School, we teach early literacy and math skills, as 
well as science and social studies concepts. In addition, 
we have a strong Primary School enrichment program, 
including classes in motor development, Spanish, drama, 
and music, as well as visits to the Primary School Library. 

ASSESSMENT
Our program is highly individualized to provide for 
the development of each child at his or her own pace.  
Pre-Primary students are assessed using teacher 
checklists, benchmarks, and portfolios.

PARENT CONFERENCES
Parent-teacher conferences will be held on  
November 1, 2017 and April 26, 2018. During the month of 
January, teachers will also conduct a phone conference. 
Conferences can occur at other times throughout the year 
at the teacher’s or parent’s request.

Assessments and portfolios will be shared at the fall and 
spring conferences. You will also receive a detailed report 
with your child’s progress that includes the following:

 • Social/emotional development
 • Language and literacy
 • Math and science
 • Progress in specific enrichment classes
 • Short narrative comments

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Parents have many opportunities to become involved, 
such as serving as a Homeroom Parent, volunteering in the  
Primary School Library, or through the Parents 
Association. Parents may volunteer for class activities 
such as the Art Studio or visit as a Guest Reader. Special 
parent events include Mothers and Others, Grandparents 
and Grandfriends Day, and Fathers and Friends. In 
addition, parents are always invited to attend chapel with 
their children.

LICENSING
St. Francis’s Pre-Primary program is licensed through the 
Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services. 
The school adheres to Child Care Licensing Minimum 
Standards. A copy of these standards is available in the 
foyer of the Pre-Primary building and online at www.dfps.
state.tx.us/Child_Care/Child_Care_Standards_and_
Regulations.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Additional information specific to Pre-Primary can be 
found in the School Handbook. It is also available in the  
Resources section of the Pre-Primary teacher page on the  
www.StFrancisHouston.org Parent Portal.


