
Bringing Learning to Life: 
The Sarah W. Woolrich Fund for Faculty

St. Francis Episcopal Day School’s beloved 
first principal, Sarah W. “Sally” Woolrich, 
believed that inspired teaching fosters 

the love of learning. In this spirit, the Sarah W. 
Woolrich Fund for Faculty underwrites unique 
professional development opportunities for 
St. Francis faculty members. Woolrich awards 
have funded an incredible range of adven-
tures—from dinosaur digs to explorations of 
cave art to tours of the Holy Roman Empire.

With the support of the St. Francis commu-
nity, Woolrich-funded travels, training, and 
artifacts have equipped our teachers to bring 
classroom learning to life. By transforming 
words on a page into tangible experiences, 
they ignite in St. Francis students a passion for 
learning—and introduce them to whole new 
worlds of possibility. 

FINE ARTS 
Amy Chandler, Emily Arnot 
Reviving a lost art will be 
on the minds of Mid-
dle and Lower School 
art instructors Amy 
Chandler and Emily 
Arnot as they travel 
to the Seattle area 
to study encaustic 
painting. EncaustiCamp will highlight the 
ancient skill—which uses heated beeswax 
colored with pigment and applied to a surface 
such as wood or canvas—and provide Amy and 
Emily with the experience, resources, and 
tools to bring this timeless technique to our 
artists at St. Francis. 

FIFTH-GRADE SPANISH AND CULINARY SCIENCE 
Maria Cruzalegui-Reardon

As one of St. Francis’ culinary science 
teachers, Maria Cruzalegui-Reardon 
dreams of not only enlarging the 

class’s small hydroponic garden, 
but also integrating related agri-
culture lessons into the school’s 
science curriculum. Through 
a two-week internship with 

Invernaderos del Mundo—Viva! in Peru, she’ll 
learn advanced hydroponic gardening meth-
ods* and help to donate locally grown produce 
within the community. Maria will then spend 
a week in Chile volunteering with a Habitat for 
Humanity team tasked with preparing homes 
for developmentally disabled children.

*This effort will be enhanced here at home through 
a restricted gift to the Woolrich initiative, which will 
fund the purchase of hydroponic and aquaponics 
growing systems for our school.

DRAMA AND PERFORMING ARTS 
Julia Traber, Matt Hune, Carlo Minotti, Lyndsay Sweeney 
Scotland’s Edinburgh Festival Fringe, the 
largest arts festival in the world, will play host 
to our very own dramatic arts team of Lyndsay 
Sweeney (Primary School Drama), Matt Hune 
(Lower School Performing Arts), and Julia 
Traber and Carlo Minotti (Middle School 
Performing Arts). Our educators turned 
students will attend performances, 
lectures, and workshops on innovative 
new ways to share the art of storytell-
ing. The trip will also include a stop 
in London for performances at the 
world-famous Shakespeare’s 
Globe and National Theatres, 
as well as a tour of London’s 
West End, the largest theatre 
district in the world.  

ST. FRANCIS C.A.R.E.S. PROGRAM
Melissa Zier, Daniel Lewis, Kathryn Spinelli ’90
In 2013, Head of School Susan B. Lair, PhD, 
challenged our community to find ways to 
empower St. Francis students to venture out 
into the world and truly be people for others. 
As a result, the Children Actively Remaking 
Economic Situations (C.A.R.E.S.) initiative was 
born. As a springboard step in the develop-
ment of this anti-poverty program, Danny and 
Kathryn will visit Rio de Janeiro on a scouting 
trip to create connections and address the 
logistical concerns of future aid efforts to the 
impoverished segments of this South Amer-
ican city. Back at home, Melissa will connect 

our students with 
others abroad via 
SKYPE.
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How to Give to the Woolrich Fund
CASH GIFTS
You may make your tax-deductible gift with 
a check or credit card (American Express, 
Discover, MasterCard, or Visa). To do so, please 
return this donation form, or make a gift 
online at www.StFrancisHouston.org/Donate.

GIFTS OF APPRECIATED ASSETS
Giving stock is an easy way to enhance the 
learning environment at St. Francis. You can 
deduct the full market value of the appreciated 
stock donated to St. Francis. Please contact our 
Advancement Office for additional informa-
tion at 713.458.6114.

MATCHING GIFTS
Employers frequently match their employ-
ees’ gifts, doubling or sometimes tripling 
your donation. If you give a donation, and 
your employer matches the gift, you receive 
acknowledgment for the gift and the match in 
the Annual Report along with recognition for 
your company.  This is a great way to capture 
an additional gift!

HONORARY AND MEMORIAL GIFTS
Your gift can be made in honor of a favorite 
faculty, staff member, or educator—past or 
present.

GIVING LEVELS
The Woolrich Fund giving levels are as follows: 

Golden Oak ............................... $50,000 and above
Silver Birch ................................... $25,000–$49,999
Bronze Maple ................................ $10,000–$24,999
Red Cedar ......................................... $5,000-$9,999
Purple Plum.......................................$1,000-$4,999
Blue Spruce ............................................ $500-$999
Yellowwood ............................................. $100-$499
Evergreen ................................................ Up to $100



A Powerful Legacy: 
Sarah W. Woolrich
No individual has influenced the culture of 
St. Francis Episcopal Day School more than its 
first principal, Sarah W. “Sally” Woolrich. She 

made a life of teach-
ing, guiding, and, 
most of all, celebrat-
ing young children. 

Mrs. Woolrich was 
hired in 1959 to teach 
St. Francis’ inaugural 
first-grade class of 10 
children. She con-
tinued to teach first 
grade for six years, 
even after being 

appointed principal in 1961. When a full-time 
principalship was established in 1965, Mrs. 
Woolrich accepted the position, and then con-
tinued to serve the school in that capacity until 
her retirement in December of 1986. During 
her years here, she oversaw the development 
of St. Francis from a small neighborhood 
school into one of the city’s foremost educa-
tional institutions. 

Mrs. Woolrich’s positive influence will forever 
be part of the character of St. Francis. When 
a fund was established in 2002 to provide 
special learning opportunities for our school’s 
faculty and staff, it was named the Sarah W. 
Woolrich Fund for Faculty in her honor.
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Inspired teaching is often what makes the 

difference between a child who merely attends 

school and one who truly enjoys learning. 

It is in this spirit that St. Francis Episcopal Day 

School established the Sarah W. Woolrich Fund 

for Faculty. Named for our school’s remarkable 

first principal, the fund is designed to enhance 

the educational experience of our students by first 

expanding the horizons of our teachers.
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Contribution amount $ ___________________________________

Donor name(s) q To be listed in printed publications   q To remain anonymous

Mailing address

City / State / Zip

E-mail address Phone

q In honor of    q In memory of  _________________________________

Name of person to whom an acknowledgment should be sent

Acknowledgment mailing address

City / State / Zip

PAYMENT OPTIONS

q   Enclosed is a check made payable to St. Francis Episcopal Day School. 

q   Charge my credit card. (Please complete the following information.) 
q American Express      q Discover      q MasterCard      q Visa         

Account Number Expiration Date
q   I wish to transfer appreciated stock.  

Please check all that apply. I am:
q   Alumni q   Current Parent      
q   Alumni Parent q   Faculty/Staff           
q   Board of Trustees  q   Grandparent            
q   Other ___________________________________________

PLEASE SUBMIT TO: 
St. Francis Episcopal Day School

Attn: Woolrich Fund
335 Piney Point Road
Houston, Texas 77024


