
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear St. Francis families, 

Wanting to provide opportunities for our budding musicians and realizing that currently 
orchestra is not offered as an elective at St. Francis, we have partnered with St. Cecilia Catholic 
School to form the Memorial Villages Symphonic Orchestra (MVSO).  

Under the direction of Mr. Craig Edgar, director of music at St. Cecilia, the MVSO will be a full 
symphonic orchestra featuring young string, woodwind, brass, and orchestral percussion; 
musicians in grades 5–9 are invited to audition.  

Chair Placement Auditions 

All chair placement auditions will be done by recording. Interested fifth–ninth grade students 
should submit an mp3 or mp4 file of themselves playing the following items, in order, to 
cedgar@saintcecilia.org by January 7. (Percussionists: please send two contrasting pieces.)  

• Concert D Scale 
• Concert G Scale 
• An expressive, lyrical piece or elude 
• A technical, up tempo piece or elude 

 

Scales should be performed at a moderate tempo in at least one octave (feel free to do more if 
you can). Expressive and technical excerpt selections should be a minimum of one minute in 
duration. Students who do not submit an audition recording will be placed at the instructor’s 
discretion. 

Fees and Rehearsal 

The fee for the Memorial Villages Symphonic Orchestra is $500 per student, per semester. 
These dues will cover organizational and operational expenses, director stipends, and a spring 
trip to the Schlitterbahn SoundWaves music festival in New Braunfels. Students are expected 
to provide their own instrument (owned or rented) and a black three-ring binder for their 
music. St. Francis Episcopal School also has stringed instruments available for use at no cost. 

Rehearsals will be held on Mondays, beginning January 14, from 6:00–8:30 p.m. in the Family 
Life Center on the St. Cecilia campus located at 11740 Joan of Arc Dr., Houston, TX 77024.  



If you have questions or would like more information, please contact Kathy Elder, St. Francis’s 
music coordinator for Middle and Upper School, at KElder@StFrancisHouston.org. If you 
know of other fifth–ninth graders who are not St. Francis students but would enjoy this 
opportunity, feel free to share this information. We welcome them to join our inaugural 
orchestra. 

About Craig Edgar 

Mr. Edgar is a veteran band director of seven years, having built ensembles that have 
performed at the WorldStrides Festival of Gold—San Francisco, the National Memorial Day 
Parade and Concert Series in Washington, D.C., and Carnegie Hall. He specializes in engaging 
and energetic rehearsals, encouraging students to explore their own artistry as individuals and 
as members of an ensemble. Mr. Edgar was recognized as one of the top 200 music educators 
in the nation by the Grammy Music Education foundation as a quarterfinalist in the 2017 
National Music Educator competition. 


