News for the Week of February 9
All School
Woolrich Luncheon Is March 10—Tickets on Sale Now!

Please join us for the 16th Annual Sarah W. Woolrich Fund for Faculty Awards
Luncheon on Tuesday, March 10. You should receive your invitation in the mail this
week. Purchase your ticket or table by sending in the reply card enclosed with your
invitation, or by clicking here. For additional details about the luncheon, click here.

Frozen JR. Tickets Go on Sale February 16

Don't miss the eighth-grade production of Frozen JR. on Friday, February 28, and
Saturday, February 29, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center. Loaded with magic,

adventure, and plenty of humor, Frozen JR. is sure to thaw even the coldest heart!
Online ticket sales open Sunday, February 16.

Calling All PA Volunteers!

If you are interested in serving as a project chair or committee member for the Parents
Association in 2020–21, please e-mail current President Carol Lee Lyons or e-mail
President-Elect Megan Tipton. Chair positions are listed online here.

PA Spring Luncheon Tickets Available Online

Invitations for the Parents Association luncheon will be mailed soon. In the meanwhile,
current families can purchase tickets online here. Guests of current families are strongly
encouraged to attend and can purchase tickets online here.

Virtue of the Month: Dignity

During the month of February, the St. Francis community is focusing on dignity. Our
virtue verse is Galatians 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free,
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Try to memorize it as
a family. You can learn more about dignity by watching this short video.
Family Challenge: Play the alphabet game. For each letter, list a way to show dignity to
another person. Remember, dignity is about treating other people with respect and
about respecting yourself. (For example, A is "ask questions about their interests"; B is
"be quiet while someone is presenting"; C is "call them by their name"; etc.)

Calling All Festival Volunteers!

On April 19, St. Francis will celebrate 50 years of Festival! Help us prepare for this
milestone birthday by donating your time and talent. Whether you’re manning a booth
on Festival Day, helping to set up or take down, or even chairing a section of Festival,
we welcome you! To volunteer, please e-mail the Festival chairs, Kim Graeter and Jen
McDonald.

Register Now for SFSA Spring Sports

Register by Wednesday, February 19, for the St. Francis Sports Association’s 2020
spring season, featuring baseball/softball, T-ball, and fourth- and fifth-grade
volleyball. Click here to register, or e-mail Ragan Cain with questions.

Primary School
From the Division Head

We can hardly wait to greet grandparents and grandfriends this week. It may be our
students’ favorite day of the year! They have time to show their special guests their
classrooms and visit the book fair. Before classroom visits, children in Primary I
(Wednesday) and Primary II (Thursday) will also be singing in their Chapel service,
which will be held in the Crum Athletics Center.
We love seeing the pride our students have when they share their school. Last year
while having coffee before the visit, I saw two grandfathers sharing pictures of their
grandchildren on their iPhones. Your parents are smitten with your children! And that
affection is mutual. It is such a special relationship, and we are honored to be able to
share in their time together.
As you prepare your children's guests for their campus visit, you may find the following
information helpful:
•

•

Wednesday, February 12—We will host grandparents of students in all Primary
I classes and in Mrs. Britton’s and Mrs. Meriwether’s Monday/Wednesday/Friday
Pre-Primary classes.
Thursday, February 13—We will host grandparents of students in Mrs.
Brecevich's and Mrs. Oteiza’s five-day Pre-Primary classes, Mrs. Meriwether’s
Tuesday/Thursday Pre-Primary class, and all Primary II classes.

Grandparents who will only be visiting children in a Pre-Primary class will sign in
at the Primary School Office. Beginning at 8:30 a.m., they will see children in the
classroom and visit the book fair.
Grandparents visiting children in Primary I or Primary II will sign in at the Crum
Athletics Center. These students will be singing during a Chapel service, with
classroom and book fair visits to follow.
Grandparents visiting children in both groups will sign in at the Crum Athletics
Center to hear children sing before classroom and book fair visits.
If you will be dropping off guests for their visits, please do so in time for them to
enjoy refreshments at their designated sign-in location before 8:30
a.m. Grandparents driving themselves to campus will have valet service available.
Please let the teacher know if your children will be leaving school with grandparents or
grandfriends so they will be able to sign children out from the classroom. Our program
ends at 10:45 a.m.
Thank you for sharing your children and their grandparents and grandfriends with
us. We are looking forward to a special day with them all.

All my best,
Amy Whitley, MA
Head of Primary School

Primary School Dining Hall Menu

To view the Primary School Dining Hall menu, please click here.

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, February 10
•

Admissions Tour: 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 11
•
•

NO Open Library
NO Chapel

Wednesday, February 12
•
•
•

No Regular Chapel
Grandparents Day (Primary I and 3-Day Pre-Primary)
Primary School Book Fair

Thursday, February 13
•
•

Grandparents Day (Primary II and 2- and 5-Day Pre-Primary)
Re-enrollment Contracts Due

Friday, February 14
•

Student Holiday: No school due to faculty inservice day

Monday, February 17
•

Presidents' Day: No school

Tuesday, February 18
•
•

Open Library
Chapel: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, February 19
•

Chapel: 9:30 a.m.

Friday, February 21
•
•

Darla McNay Rodeo Day: PS students may dress in Western wear, but please,
no guns or spurs.
Explore and Extend Parents' Night Out: PII–grade 5 on the Main Campus

Monday, February 24
•

Admissions Tour: 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 25
•
•
•

Open Library
Summer on the Point Registration Opens Online
Chapel: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, February 26
•

Chapel: 9:30 a.m.

Friday, February 28
•

Go Texan Day: All St. Francis students may dress in Western wear, but please,
no guns or spurs.

Tuesday, March 3
•

Chapel: 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 4
•
•

Chapel: 9:30 a.m.
Early Dismissal for All Students: PS dismisses at 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday, March 10
•
•
•

Chapel: 9:30 a.m.
Primary I Sings in Chapel (Capasso and Ferguson)
Woolrich Luncheon: 11:30 a.m. in the Fine Arts Center on the Main Campus

Lower School
From the Division Head

I hope this weekend was a great one!
As you know, we are in the midst of re-enrollment for the 2020–21 school year. As a
parent of children who attended independent schools for seventeen consecutive years, I
know firsthand what a tremendous decision this is for your family, both financially and
personally. We all have different reasons why we choose the schools we choose, but I
want you to know that I understand what a significant decision and commitment you are
making—and how seriously I take that as both an educator and a parent.

Having my sons attend independent schools from preschool through twelfth grade has
always guided my vision and work as a teacher and a teacher leader. I understand the
depth of your dedication to the educational process and know your great desire to have
your child thrive in an environment that will feed their passions and promote their wellrounded growth. I still feel that intense desire for my own boys.
With that said, know that every member of the St. Francis faculty and staff is committed
to the same goal. I have worked in several schools, and you will not find more dedicated
teachers, specialists, or administrators—all of whom put your children first in all
decisions. I am so proud to be a part of this team. We also must realize that parents,
teachers, and students are human, which makes the education business a very
imperfect science. We are not producing concrete objects; we are shaping small
humans, which takes commitment and transparency from all constituents.
If you have questions about next school year related to curriculum highlights,
programming, the vision moving forward, why we do what we do, or any other topics, do
not hesitate to reach out to any of us. We welcome your questions and thoughts, as we
strive to be and do our best for your children. We appreciate the importance of having
parents as part of this team. That takes continual communication and reflection, as well
as a growth mindset.
On another note, our beloved art teacher, Mrs. Tennant, will be departing for her
maternity leave on Friday, February 21. We are all so excited to help her and her family
welcome their baby boy! Ms. Julie Sims will be serving as her long-term substitute. She
has a degree in fine arts from Brigham Young University and has completed many
postgraduate hours in art education from the University of Houston. She brings thirteen
years of experience in teaching art to many grade levels. Please join me in welcoming
her to the SFES family!
As we look to the start of this next week and think about the start of the next school
year, I hope you see how deeply we, as a faculty, are dedicated to this community. This
is truly what sets our school apart from others: valuing commitment, respect,
collaboration, and partnerships.
Blessings,
Carol Christ, MEd
Head of Lower School

Join Us in March for Kindergarten Share the Music Days

Parents and friends of kindergarteners, join us in March for Share the Music Days,
where you’ll attend music class with your child’s homeroom to sing, dance, and play.
(Due to the nature of the activities and limited classroom space, we ask that only invited
adult guest(s) accompany the student. Thank you!) Please check Seesaw for
information on your child’s group and number.

Each group’s event will take place from 9:05 to 9:45 a.m. in the HBR, according to the
following schedule:
•
•
•
•
•

Monday, March 9—Group 4
Tuesday, March 10—Group 1
Wednesday, March 11—Group 5
Thursday, March 12—Group 3
Friday, March 13—Group 2

Come experience the process of developing musicianship skills through interactive,
collaborative, highly kinesthetic fun! Hope to see you there!

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, February 10
•

Birthday Chapel: Students with a birthday between February 9–15 will receive a
birthday pencil in Chapel today

Tuesday, February 11
•

100th Day of School!

Wednesday, February 12
•

FAC Chapel: 8:05 a.m.

Thursday, February 13
•
•

Valentine’s Day Parties
Re-enrollment Contracts Due

Friday, February 14
•

Student Holiday: No school due to faculty inservice day

Monday, February 17
•

Presidents’ Day: No school

Monday, February 24
•

Birthday Chapel: Students with a birthday between February 16–29 will receive a
birthday pencil in Chapel today

Wednesday, February 26
•
•

Dress Uniform Day
Ash Wednesday Chapel: 8:05 a.m.

Friday, February 28
•

Go Texan Day: Children are encouraged to come to school in Western wear.
Please leave guns, spurs, and stick horses at home. If wearing boots, bring
tennis shoes for PE and/or recess. Yeehaw!

Monday, March 2
•

Birthday Chapel: Students with a birthday between March 1–7 will receive a
birthday pencil in Chapel today

Wednesday, March 4
•

Early Dismissal for All Students: Kinder and grade 1 dismiss at 11:15 a.m.;
grades 2–4 dismiss at 11:30 a.m.

Middle School
From the Division Head

As I began writing to you this week, I had several disparate thoughts on my mind. At the
risk of sounding somewhat scattered, I have decided to go ahead and share three of
them with you below:
1. We had a weeklong period where instances of the flu and strep seemed to be on
the decline. Unfortunately, and as many of you have heard and/or experienced,
we are still in the thick of illness season at St. Francis. We are doing all we can to
help, but we also need your support. If your child has thrown up or had a
fever in the last 24 hours, please keep them home and watch for symptoms of
an illness. This is not the time of year to “tough it out,” as that is leading to more
students getting sick.
2. It was a pleasure to host a Middle School book study discussing David
Gleason’s At What Cost? with parents. I am looking forward to our next
opportunity to digest a book together, and I am highly recommending that
everyone pick up a copy of Range by David Epstein. While not a book on
education, the story it tells resonated strongly with me. I hope you will check it
out.
3. We are in the midst of the re-enrollment period for the 2020–21 school year,
and the re-enrollment window closes later this week. If you have questions about
the process or the 2020–21 school year, please reach out to us in the Middle
School Office, and we will be happy to help.
I appreciate your time and partnership, and wish you a happy and healthy week!
Warm regards,
Chris Bertha, MA
Head of Middle School

Community Service Hours Forms Due Tuesday

This Tuesday, February 11, is the deadline to submit second-trimester community
service hours to the Middle School Office. Service hour forms can be found in the
wooden file holder across from the Middle School Office, or you can click here for a
digital version.

Middle School Families, Please Join Us Tomorrow

Middle School parents and students are invited to join us for A Taste of Upper
School tomorrow, February 10, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. in Andrews House on the
South Campus. Enjoy light bites, mingle with fellow St. Francis families, and hear
directly from our Upper School faculty and students.

We hope you can make it! Let us know your plans by e-mailing Pamela McSorley.

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, February 10
•
•
•

Monday Schedule/Dress Uniform
Chapel: 10:45–11:15 a.m.
A Taste of Upper School (Upper School Preview): 6:00–7:30 p.m. on the South
Campus

Tuesday, February 11
•
•
•

Tuesday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Trimester 2 Community Service Forms Due
Bible Study for Eighth Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education rooms
at the end of the Middle School hallway

Wednesday, February 12
•
•
•
•

Wednesday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Bible Study for Seventh Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway
MS Parent Book Study: 7:45-8:45 a.m. in the HBR (Please note: This event
will be rescheduled.)
Chapel: 10:45–11:15 a.m. in the FAC

Thursday, February 13
•
•
•
•

Thursday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Bible Study for Fifth and Sixth Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway
Class Meeting (Canstruction): 9:15–10:00 a.m. in the FAC
Re-enrollment Contracts Due

Friday, February 14
•

Student Holiday: No school due to faculty inservice day

Monday, February 17
•

Presidents' Day: No school

Tuesday, February 18
•
•

Tuesday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Bible Study for Eighth Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education rooms
at the end of the Middle School hallway

Wednesday, February 19
•
•
•

Wednesday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Bible Study for Seventh Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway
Chapel: 10:45–11:15 a.m. in the Chapel

Thursday, February 20
•
•
•

Thursday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Bible Study for Fifth and Sixth Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway
MS/US Brown Bag Dance Series: 1:30–2:00 p.m. in the People Place

Friday, February 21
•
•
•

Friday Schedule/Friday Attire: Wolf Wear or SFES spirit gear with blue jeans or
uniform bottoms
Trimester 2 Ends
NJHS All-School Read Aloud: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Crum Library

Saturday, February 22
•

MS Spring Musical Tech Rehearsal #1: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. in the FAC

Sunday, February 23
•

MS Spring Musical Tech Rehearsal #2: 1:00–6:00 p.m. in the FAC

Monday, February 24
•
•
•
•

Monday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Trimester 3 Begins
Chapel: 10:45–11:15 a.m.
MS Spring Musical Final Tech Rehearsal: 2:30–6:30 p.m. in the FAC

Tuesday, February 25
•
•
•
•

Tuesday Schedule/Regular Uniform
Bible Study for Eighth Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education rooms
at the end of the Middle School hallway
MS Pathways Assembly for Parents: 1:30 p.m. in the HBR
MS Spring Musical Dress Rehearsal: 2:30–5:00 p.m. in the FAC

Wednesday, February 26
•
•
•
•

Wednesday Schedule/Dress Uniform
Bible Study for Seventh Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway
Ash Wednesday Chapel: 10:45–11:15 a.m. in the Chapel; no Eucharist/ashes
only
MS Spring Musical Dress Rehearsal: 2:30–6:30 p.m. in the FAC

Thursday, February 27
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday Schedule/Regular Uniform
MS Trimester 2 Report Cards Go Online
Bible Study for Fifth and Sixth Graders: 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education
rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway
Pathways Assembly for Grades 5 and 6: 8:10–9:10 a.m. in the FAC
Pathways Assembly for Grades 7 and 8: 9:30–10:30 a.m. in the FAC
MS Spring Musical Dress Rehearsal: 2:30–6:30 p.m. in the FAC

Friday, February 28
•
•
•
•

Friday Schedule/Western Wear
Go Texan Day
Wolf Wear Sale: 7:45–9:00 a.m. in the Concessions area near the Main Campus
Gym
Opening Night of Frozen JR. (MS Spring Musical): 7:00–9:30 p.m. in the FAC

Upper School
Winter Sports Recap From the AD

The Wolves have competed in their last race and played their last game of the winter
season. We are proud of the swimming and boys’ basketball teams for productive
seasons in our second year of high school athletics. We appreciate all of the hard work
and support from the players, coaches, managers, parents, faculty, and administration.

Our swim team had seven members, all of whom worked hard in practice before school
and swam well during our competition schedule. It was great to observe the individual
and team progress made over the course of the season, and to see the record board
filling up in Crum Gym.
Coach Durkee shared his thoughts on year two in Upper School swimming: “We had a
fantastic second season! All swimmers showed great time improvements throughout the
season, leading to numerous new school records. We are looking forward to the
continued growth of the swim team and Upper School! Go Wolves!”

Our boys’ basketball team consisted of six St. Francis students, one guest player, and
two managers. The boys played a JV schedule and made significant improvements over
the course of the season. The Wolves finished the season with six wins, including four
of our last five games, and scored 541 total points.
When asked about the season, Coach Murray shared the following: “It’s been a
pleasure to work with these young men and this great institution. This season was an
amazing ride. I thoroughly enjoyed every moment of it. Our players have been model
athletes who played the game of basketball with the greatest respect for our opponents
and St. Francis Episcopal. Their improvements on the floor have been exciting to see.
They all have improved so much and have given everything they could to be successful.
This season was one to build on, but also one that we can define as a success. Thank
you to all teachers, staff, and parents for the warm welcome and continued support
throughout the season.”
As the winter season comes to a close, we look forward to our spring sports season.
The Wolves will be competing in golf and in track and field during the upcoming
season.
Go Wolves!

T Riley
Director of Athletics

Join Us Wednesday for ‘Staying Ahead of the Game’

Parents, join us in Crum Loft at 5:30 p.m. this Wednesday, February 12, as we
welcome Evan Weinberger and his Staying Ahead of the Game team. Evan will offer
helpful tips to parents about how to encourage the ongoing development of essential
executive-functioning skills for kids, including for those struggling with learning
differences. The presentation will cover topics such as best practices for helping
children improve their organization, their time management, and the impressions they
leave on those around them. All participants will leave with creative new ideas they can
implement immediately at home.

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, February 10
•
•

Day 6 Schedule/Regular Uniform
Spring Athletics Season Begins

Tuesday, February 11
•
•

Day 1 Schedule/Regular Uniform
Chapel: 10:20 a.m. in Andrews House

Wednesday, February 12
•
•
•

Day 2 Schedule/Regular Uniform
Chapel: 9:50 a.m. in Andrews House
Parent Assembly: "Staying Ahead of the Game" with Evan Weinberger; 5:30 p.m.
in Crum Loft

Thursday, February 13
•
•
•

Dress Uniform
Special Schedule: Religion in the City field trip
Re-enrollment Contracts Due

Friday, February 14
•

Student Holiday: No school due to faculty inservice day

Monday, February 17
•

Presidents' Day: No school

Tuesday, February 18
•
•
•

Day 3 Schedule/Regular Uniform
Student Assembly: "Staying Ahead of the Game" with Evan Weinberger; 9:50
a.m. in Crum Loft
Chapel: 10:20 a.m. in Andrews House

Wednesday, February 19
•
•

Day 4 Schedule/Regular Uniform
Chapel: 9:50 a.m. in Andrews House

Thursday, February 20
•
•
•

Day 5 Schedule/Regular Uniform
US Parent Coffee and Conversation: Forward in Faith, Phase II capital
campaign; 8:00–9:00 a.m. in Andrews House
Track and Field Meet: Time TBD at St. Thomas High School

Friday, February 21
•
•
•

Day 6 Schedule/SFES Spirit Wear
Trimester 2 Ends
US Parent Coffee and Book Talk: 8:30 a.m. in Andrews House

Saturday, February 22
•

Student Winter Social/Movie Night

Monday, February 24
•

Day 1 Schedule/Regular Uniform

Tuesday, February 25
•
•

Day 2 Schedule/Regular Uniform
Chapel: 10:20 a.m. in Andrews House

Wednesday, February 26
•
•
•

Day 3 Special Schedule (Ash Wednesday)/Regular Uniform
Chapel: 11:00 a.m. on the Main Campus
Student Assembly: "Healthy Relationships" with the Fontaine Center; 2:45 p.m. in
Crum Loft

Thursday, February 27
•
•
•

Day 4 Schedule/Regular Uniform
US Parent Coffee and Conversation: "Healthy Relationships" with the Fontaine
Center; 8:00–9:00 a.m. or 12:00–1:00 p.m in Andrews House
Track and Field Meet: Time TBD at Lutheran South Academy

Friday, February 28
•
•

Day 5 Schedule
Go Texan Day: Spirit wear or Go Texan dress

Church
Register Now for SFSA Spring Sports

Register by Wednesday, February 19, for the St. Francis Sports Association’s 2020
spring season, featuring baseball/softball, T-ball, and fourth- and fifth-grade
volleyball. Click here to register, or e-mail Ragan Cain with questions.

Join Us February 23: Adult and Teen Speaker Series

On Sunday, February 23, Laura Gallier will speak to teens and parents on the topic
of “Sexual Integrity.” Laura is a seasoned speaker and author who is known for
providing insightful presentations and resources on the topic of sex-related values and
romantic relationships. With wisdom based on a biblical foundation, Laura empowers
parents and teens to have meaningful conversations about God’s plan for sex, healthy
relationships, and the influence of pornography and media. Please join us at 10:00
a.m. in the Hogan Board Room. The presentation will last for one hour, and will be
followed by a 30-minute Q&A session.

Bible Study for Moms on Wednesdays

Moms, give yourself the gift of studying God’s Word with other St. Francis moms!
Seeking God first puts everything in perspective. Join us Wednesdays at 8:15 a.m. in
Andrews House on the South Campus. Come whenever you can—in workout or work
wear! We are studying the book The Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer.
Please contact Allison Devlin via e-mail or at 832.325.2988 with any questions.

Sundays at St. Francis Episcopal Church
•

•

Service Times:
o 8:00 a.m.: Holy Eucharist, Rite I (casual and contemplative service)
o 9:00 a.m.: Family worship with Holy Eucharist (kid-friendly; updated
music; all ages welcome)
o 11:00 a.m.: Holy Eucharist with organ and choir (traditional worship with
beautiful music)
o 5:00 p.m.: Holy Eucharist, Rite I (casual and reflective service)
Let It Shine! Children’s Bible Breakout: After the children’s message during
the 9:00 a.m. service, all children in pre-K through middle school are invited to
follow the cross to participate in the Let it Shine! Children’s Bible
Breakout. Children will learn lessons from the Bible, act out Bible stories,
memorize key verses from Scripture, and pray together. They will return to the
service during the announcements.

•

•
•

LightHouse Expressions in Art: During the 10 o’clock hour, children in pre-K to
middle school are invited to meet in the Guild Room to create an art project
reinforcing the Bible lesson and key verse discussed during Let it Shine! High
school youth are invited to serve as leaders and helpers during this time.
God Lights Our Way (GLOW): Students in grades 5 to 8, join us at 10:00 a.m.
in CE 212.
Breakfast Bites and Fellowship: Please join us in the Wheatcroft Parish Hall
for coffee, donuts, and light bites after the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services.

