
November 12, 2020

Dear St. Francis Parents,

As we approach the holiday season, I am personally reaching out to you for assistance. From the

start of this school year, we have had two priorities:

1. The Health and Safety of the St. Francis Community

2. The St. Francis Experience

I need your help in limiting the spread of the disease in our St. Francis community.

I am requesting that we partner together to limit travel and outside group gatherings that are

unmasked and not socially distant. However, I also wanted to remind you that our remote

learning option is available both before and after the break, and we ask that you consider that

option for the safety of our community. If we can commit to these measures, even over the next

few months, we have a much better chance of continuing our in-person learning—and the

activities our students love—for as much of the 2020–21 school year as possible. 

In recent weeks, we have seen an increase in the number of COVID-19 related exposures on our

campuses, many of them originating with parent-to-parent contact, then spreading to their

children or friends of families that are gathering and in close contact. These exposures have

many consequences. First, of course, are the possible health issues related to this terrible

pandemic; second is the ripple effect caused here at St. Francis. 

Close contact is defined by the CDC as someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for

at least 15 minutes starting from 48 hours before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic positive

individuals, 48 hours prior to testing). 

Please know that if the school notifies you of an exposure, we cannot begin a dialogue of
disagreement with our decisions. We will provide you as much information as we can while

maintaining confidentiality and HIPPA protocols. Our team does as much contact tracing as

possible, but especially with the younger age groups, definitively saying who has or has not had

close contact becomes more of a challenge. Additionally, we have just brought back some of the

activities that are central to the St. Francis experience, and we do not want to put those

activities in jeopardy moving forward. Therefore, more often than not, we will act with an

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/global-covid-19/operational-considerations-contact-tracing.html#:~:text=Close%20contact%20is%20defined%20by,by%20local%20risk%20assessments.


abundance of caution and quarantine an entire cohort to limit the spread here at St. Francis.

I realize that the pandemic is now approaching 10 months in duration, and we are all longing for

some normalcy—but the pandemic has not gone away and will be here for some time longer. We

speak about our mission every day with our students. This truly is the time to be people for others
and make sacrifices to help one another and our school. The health and safety of our community

is worth it.

Thank you for your partnership as we manage this unprecedented pandemic. 

Sincerely,

Stephen M. Lovejoy, MEd

Head of School
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