News for the Week of January 24
All School
From the Head of School

In a year that feels anything but typical, our students continue to find joy and give back
to our community. As Lower School students get ready for their Valentine’s Day parties
in a couple of weeks, Middle and Upper School students are hard at work preparing for
our first-ever virtual pep rally. And this past Friday, our Primary and Upper School
students took part in one of the school’s most beloved traditions, the Barker’s
Pajamarama Day ingathering benefiting Arms Wide Adoption Services.
Thank you to everyone who sent in questions for the St. Francis Connections virtual
town hall this Tuesday, January 26, at 7:00 p.m. Board Chair Kate Denham and I are
looking forward to sharing additional information about the school’s ongoing response to
COVID-19, tuition for the 2021–22 school year, progress on our strategic plan, and
more.

You can access the live session this Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. by clicking the image above
or this link.

In partnership,
Steve Lovejoy, MEd
Head of School

Online Re-enrollment Opens February 1

We want you to come back to the pack! Save the date for online re-enrollment, which
opens on Monday, February 1. We'll send you an e-mail with details and specific
instructions on how to re-enroll at the end of January.

Spirit Store Item Updates

The following new items have been added to the St. Francis Spirit Store:
•
•

Long-sleeve Comfort Color shirts in various colors
Vineyard Vine long-sleeve shirts (Remaining inventory is up; when it's gone, it's
gone!)

Out-of-stock items include those from brands such as Nike, Badger, Richardson,
and Boxercraft, which are experiencing manufacturing/production issues due to
COVID-19. Therefore, you will see some items noted as “out of stock” in the store. We
are told to expect inventory this spring. This is an unusual situation that PEGG Products
has not ever experienced before, and we apologize for the inconvenience and
appreciate your continued support and understanding.
•
•

Link: https://stores.inksoft.com/STFRANCIS_HTX_SPIRITSTORE/shop/hom
e
Password: wolves

Please note that there are no exchanges or returns if the wrong size is ordered—be
sure to check the size charts. Samples in size Large are available on the Piney Point
Campus. E-mail Christie Crummel to coordinate access to samples.

Sign Up to Send Teachers Valentine’s Day Cards!

The Parents Association invites you to warm the hearts of our teachers by sending them
a Valentine’s Day thank-you card!
•

•

Parents and students who would like to write Valentine’s Day thank-you cards to
our teachers, please click here to sign up. Feel free to sign up for more than
one teacher.
Please mail your card to the address below before February 8 to ensure that
our teachers receive their cards before Valentine’s Day:

<Teacher Name>
<Teacher Department>
St. Francis Episcopal School
Attn: Christie Crummel
335 Piney Point Rd.
Houston, TX 77024
•

If you are writing a teacher on the Piney Point Campus and have questions,
please e-mail this address. With questions related to writing a teacher on the
Couper Campus, please e-mail this address.

Primary School
From the Primary School Spanish Teacher

One benefit of learning Spanish in Primary School is the inclusion of the culture when
making connections between classroom project work, songs, holidays, and school
events. During class, students participate in games, projects, dances, and songs. They
are encouraged to apply their learning, which motivates them, helps them feel proud,
and increases their confidence when using Spanish.
There are numerous examples of Spanish immersion throughout the Primary School.
Examples include having the “mercado” (or marketplace) with Primary II in the spring;
cooking tortillas with Primary I; and reading books, singing songs, and doing finger
plays with Pre-Primary.
There are tons of benefits to learning a second language before the age of six. Doing
so:
•
•
•
•
•

Increases cognitive ability and focus;
Improves communication capabilities;
Improves a child's ability in analytical and creative mathematics;
Leads to more success with word problems and advanced concepts; and
Creates strong neural connections, due to experiences in multiple languages.

For more information on the benefits children receive when they learn a second
language, please click here.
The experiences of our Primary School Spanish students support language
development and increase the retention of new Spanish words. In today’s globalized
world, knowing multiple languages is empowering emotionally and intellectually.
Que tengan una linda semana,

Claudia Schoelman
Primary School Spanish Teacher

Mark Your Calendar
Thursday, February 4
•

Language and Literacy Series: 12:00–1:00 p.m.
o Click here to join the Zoom Meeting
o Meeting ID: 405 176 2292
o Passcode: wolves

Monday, February 15
•

Presidents' Day: No school

Wednesday, February 24
•

Teacher Inservice: Student holiday

Friday, February 26
•

Darla McNay Rodeo Day: Students may dress in Western wear (no guns or
spurs)

Thursday, March 4
•

Language and Literacy Series: 9:00 a.m. via Zoom

Monday, March 15–Friday, March 19
•

Spring Break

Lower School
From Our Division Head

Just a reminder that we will have Valentine’s Day parties on Friday, February 12. We
ask that you help your child prepare a Valentine’s Day card for each member of his or
her class. Please do not attach gifts or treats to the cards. In keeping with our COVID19 protocols, cards will need to be sent to school between February 8–10. The
teachers are already busy planning fun Valentine’s Day activities for your kiddos!
I continue to be amazed by how well afternoon carpool is running! Just remember
that students in grades 2–4 don’t get downstairs until 3:20 p.m. Refrain from getting
here too early, as you will be asked to pull around so we can keep traffic in the carpool
line flowing.
This week, the message below from Literacy Specialist Ashley Stephenson continues
our parent education series on ways to partner with us at home.
Cheers!
Carol Christ, MEd
Head of Lower School

From Our Literacy Specialist

It seems hard to believe that the final full week of January is upon us. I don’t know about
you, but for me, it always feels like the spring semester races by at lightning speed!

This week, we wanted to devote Wolf Watch to sharing some excellent resources for
our kindergarten, first-, and second-grade families. As you know, the amount of growth
in spelling and writing during these years is astronomical, but it can be challenging to
know how to best support our young spellers and writers at home.
Below you will find another collection of videos recently published by Teachers College,
Columbia University. The grade level the video is most appropriate for is listed in
parenthesis after the title.
•
•
•
•
•

Playing Games with Your Child—Alphabet Bingo (K)
Playing Games with Your Child—Alphabet Scavenger Hunt (K)
Playing Games with Your Child—Letter and Word Scavenger Hunt (K–1)
5 Things You Can Say to Your Kindergartener or First Grader When They
Ask You to Help Spell a Word (K–1)
Learning Sight Words at Home with Your Child (K–2)

•
•

5 Things You Can Say to Your Second Grader When They Ask You to Help
Spell a Word (2)
Playing Games with Your Child—Building Words (2)

I hope you’ll find these tips helpful. As always, feel free to reach out to your child’s
teacher or to one of us if we can be of any help!
My best,
Ashley Stephenson, MEd
Literacy Specialist

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, February 8
•
•

100th Day of School!
Bring Valentine's Day Cards: February 8–10 (NO gifts or treats attached)

Friday, February 12
•

Valentine's Day Parties: Teacher-led in the classroom

Monday, February 15
•

Presidents' Day: No school

Wednesday, February 24
•

Teacher Inservice: Student holiday

Middle School
From the Division Head

During this second half of the school year, we know and appreciate how many of our
students continue to be people for others even as service is more challenging in this

year of COVID protocols. St. Francis will continue to recognize students who serve their
community. Please review the procedures below for how to track student service hours
with the Middle School.
MIDDLE SCHOOL OUTREACH PHILOSOPHY
Middle School students are encouraged to serve their communities outside of school.
St. Francis tracks students’ service records and awards credit in terms of hours of
service completed (service hours). As people for others, Middle School students are
asked to take the initiative in discerning a need, choosing an activity to address the
need, and arranging and following through on their response.
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE HOURS
St. Francis Episcopal School recognizes and celebrates students who give of their time
and energy to serve others. Students who complete 25 or 50 hours of service during
this school term will receive a certificate recognizing their effort. In addition, one
graduating eighth-grade student is recognized for exemplifying and modeling a life of
service and for being a “person for others.”
'WITH DISTINCTION' REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION
Students completing the required number of service hours during each of their years in
Middle School receive a “With Distinction” designation on their eighth-grade diploma.
In response to COVID-19, we have adjusted our service milestone hours for the 2020–
21 school year. Service hour requirements for “distinction” are as follows:
•
•
•
•

Fifth Grade: 5 hours
Sixth Grade: 5 hours
Seventh Grade: 10 hours
Eighth Grade: 15 hours

Service hours may be earned and will be recognized by the school under the following
guidelines:
•

•
•

•

•

Students submit hours for approval to the chaplain or Middle School office
manager by designated deadlines during the year. Approval of hours is at the
discretion of Fr. Wismer. Fostering animals can receive a maximum of two hours
per week.
Hours must be submitted via the 2020–21 Community Service Hours form.
Students who are new to St. Francis in sixth, seventh, or eighth grade may
graduate “With Distinction” as long as they earn the required number of service
hours for each grade level they complete at St. Francis.
Service hours are restricted to eight hours per day. Students submitting more
than 10 hours for one project may be asked to provide a day-by-day list of what
was accomplished on each day and how many hours were worked each day.
Athletic team managers will be credited a percentage of their actual time spent
with the team (maximum 20 hours).

Please contact Fr. Wismer or Leigh Williams if you ever have any questions about
Middle School outreach/community service.
Best regards,
Chris Bertha, MA
Head of Middle School

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, January 25
•

"B" Day

Tuesday, January 26
•

"C" Day

Wednesday, January 27
•

"D" Day

Thursday, January 28
•

"E" Day

Friday, January 29
•

"A" Day

Monday, February 1
•

"B" Day

Tuesday, February 2
•

"C" Day

Wednesday, February 3
•

"D" Day

Thursday, February 4
•

"E" Day

Friday, February 5
•

"A" Day

Upper School
From the Interim Head of Upper School

Opening day for baseball may be two months away, but the recent warm weather and
news coverage of changes on the Astros’ roster has me excited for the season ahead. I
am a fan of baseball. I spent years watching games at Alex Box Stadium at LSU and,
like many others, enjoyed the legacy of Coach Skip Bertman. Skip knew how to attract
talent, build a program and, of course, win!
Coach Bertman won five College World Series championships in his years at LSU.
Along with building a storied baseball program, he believed in finding a way to bring
families to the stadium.
He built a loyal fan base. Even though Bertman retired as coach in 2001, LSU continues
to benefit from his legacy and, to this day, is the only school in the history of the
National Collegiate Athletic Association to exceed 400,000 baseball attendees in a
season.

My nephew traveled from Florida every summer from the time he was probably 7 or 8
until he was in high school to attend Skip’s summer camps. These camps were packed
with kids who wanted to be part of something led by this coach. I showed up for the
closing ceremonies each year to hear Skip speak. My daughter still teases me about
taking notes. (It’s true, I did!) Skip was a storyteller, and his words are still profound to
me. He spoke about players he had coached and what it means to be part of a team.
He typically had one of those former players—then playing in the major leagues—speak
to the impact of education, commitment, and hard work. And, like Skip, they had stories
to tell.
One of my favorite Skip stories focused on his approach to recruiting players. It’s one I
reminded my own children of many times. He said that when he was scouting students
in high school, there were some things he always looked for. He liked to show up early
and watch players getting off the bus, as they arrived for a game. He wanted to see who
got off the bus first, and who wore their hat facing forward. Skip believed these were
both indicators of the kind of players he wanted on his team. They were winners. He
said that he could teach players how to play baseball, but it was the character of those
players that mattered most to him. That character came from their families.
I like that. It’s the way you want your children to be when you’re not there to “coach”
them.
Teachers, coaches, and parents working together to model the character we wish to
see in our students is time well spent. This is an investment we make for the future. The
alternative would be to just hope they learn on their own—without guidance. Everyone
benefits from coaching!
Take good care,
Amy Whitley, MA
Assistant Head of School/Interim Head of Upper School

Mark Your Calendar
Monday, January 25
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Tuesday, January 26
•

Even Day

•

On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Wednesday, January 27
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Thursday, January 28
•
•

Even Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Friday, January 29
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Monday, February 1
•
•

Even Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Tuesday, February 2
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Wednesday, February 3
•
•

Even Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Thursday, February 4
•
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule
Upper School Parent Four-Year Plan Discussion: 12:00 p.m. via Zoom

Friday, February 5
•
•

Even Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Monday, February 8
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Tuesday, February 9
•
•

Even Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Wednesday, February 10
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Thursday, February 11
•
•

Even Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Friday, February 12
•
•

Odd Day
On-Campus and Remote-Learning Schedule

Church
2021–22 Confirmation Class Orientation Is This Afternoon

We invite all eighth graders to become a part of the 2021–22 Confirmation Class. Come
to St. Francis this afternoon—Sunday, January 24—at 4:00 p.m. for an ice cream
social and orientation. If you are not signed up, please contact Cindy Huteson via email or at 713.782.1270.

The Bishop Is Coming on February 7

On Sunday, February 7, the Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso, bishop assistant in the
Episcopal Diocese of Texas, will visit St. Francis. He will preach and complete
confirmation at the 9:00 a.m. service and preach at the 11:00 a.m. service. If you
have not had an opportunity to hear or visit with any of our diocesan bishops, join us at
either the 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service. You don’t want to miss this!

Middle School Bible Study: A Note From Allison Devlin

I want to invite your children to experience the struggles and triumphs of Christian as he
travels along the narrow path to the Celestial City, and discover how the characters and
places in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress apply to your child's own spiritual journey.
•
•
•
•
•

Who: Middle School students
What: Bible study and fellowship
When: Every Sunday, after the 9:00 a.m. Family Worship Service, starting
January 24
Where: CE212 (GLOW room, upstairs above the church office; we will stay
socially distant with masks on)
Why: Often disguised as something that would help him, evil accompanies
Christian on his journey to the Celestial City. As you walk with him, you’ll begin to
identify today’s many religious pitfalls. These are presented by men such as
Pliable, who turns back at the Slough of Despond, and Ignorance, who believes
he’s a true follower of Christ when he’s really only trusting in himself. Each
character represented in this allegory is intentionally and profoundly accurate in
its depiction of what we see all around us, and unfortunately, what we too often
see in ourselves. But while Christian is injured and nearly killed, he eventually
prevails. So can you!

This study is awesome, and I hope you decide that your child will participate. Please let
me know so I can order them a book. If your child would prefer to attend virtually, there
will be a Zoom option available.

A Note for High School Students and Parents From Allison Devlin

We are starting a new activity for our high school–aged teens at St. Francis Episcopal
Church!
•
•
•
•
•

Who: High school teens
What: Dinner and Bible study
When: Every other Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m., starting January 27
Where: Houston Racquet Club
Why: Come experience the struggles and triumphs of Christian as he travels
along the narrow path to the Celestial City, and discover how the characters and
places in John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress apply to your own spiritual journey.
Often disguised as something that would help him, evil accompanies Christian on
his journey to the Celestial City. As you walk with him, you’ll begin to identify
today’s many religious pitfalls. These are presented by men such as Pliable, who
turns back at the Slough of Despond, and Ignorance, who believes he’s a true
follower of Christ when he’s really only trusting in himself. Each character
represented in this allegory is intentionally and profoundly accurate in its
depiction of what we see all around us, and unfortunately, what we too often see
in ourselves. But while Christian is injured and nearly killed, he eventually
prevails. So can you!

This study is awesome, and I hope you decide to participate. Let me know so I can
order you a book.

MAM Volunteer Opportunities

Memorial Assistance Ministries (MAM) is in need of volunteers for its ReSale Store and
Warehouse at 1625 Blalock Road and is hoping for help from families and friends of our
congregation and school.
•
•
•
•

MAM is following all safety protocols—masks and sanitizer are provided; social
distancing is practiced; and the shift size is limited to six people.
If your child or group needs service hours, this is a great opportunity to fulfill the
requirement.
Please check the dates available in this SignUpGenius link and sign up to
help—either on your own or in a group.
For additional information, contact our church liaison, Andrea Eubanks, via email or 713.859.1448.

In-Person Worship

The Holy Eucharist is offered at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. on Sundays. We also offer an
evening Eucharist on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. We look forward to seeing all those who
are ready to return. For those who are not comfortable returning to in-person worship,
we will continue to livestream our worship service on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00
a.m. Access the livestream via our church website, YouTube channel, or Facebook
page. Instructions for livestreaming are included at the bottom of this section.
•
•

•
•

In-person worship guidelines are available here.
Only a limited number of participants can be safely seated according to the
distancing guidelines. To ensure we comply with these guidelines, please sign up
each week, indicating you would like to come to worship. To do so, go to the St.
Francis Episcopal Church website, click "Sign Up for In-Person Worship,"
choose the date, and sign up through the SignUpGenius app to attend the 9:00
a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service.
Let It Shine! has resumed each Sunday for pre-K to middle school (see below).
GLOW for our teens is held in person after the 9;00 a.m. service in the
Wheatcroft Parish Hall (additional information below).

Join Fr. Wismer for The Goodnight Show on Tuesdays

Join Fr. Wismer for The Goodnight Show on Tuesdays from 7:00 to 7:15 p.m. on
the St. Francis Facebook page. Preschoolers, younger school children, and the young
at heart can enjoy music, stories, and prayers . . . and you can send in requests! It is the
perfect way to relax and get ready for bed.
Click here to watch on the St. Francis Episcopal Facebook page.

Let It Shine! In-Person and on YouTube

Join us for in-person Let It Shine! Children's Bible Breakout: All children from Pre-K to
middle school are invited to participate. Children will learn lessons from the Bible, act
out Bible stories, memorize key verses from Scripture, and pray together outside
following safe-distancing guidelines.
The Let It Shine! videos are available on the St. Francis YouTube channel, with a
dedicated channel for Let it Shine! This is a great way for us to reach children
everywhere with amazing Bible-based video teachings by Allison Devlin, our director of
family ministry.
•
•

Please share this channel with anyone you might know who has children and
who is looking for entertaining, informative videos to help lead children to Jesus.
Click here to visit the channel. Be sure to like, subscribe, and turn on
notifications!

Teens, Join Us for GLOW!

GLOW is now meeting in-person after the 9:00 a.m. Family Worship Service. We meet,
wearing masks and socially distanced, in the Wheatcroft Parish Hall from 10:15 to 10:45
a.m. Middle and high school students are invited to participate in weekly lessons and
discussions. A Zoom option is available for those who are unable to attend in person.
•

•

In the current series, learn about the Nicene Creed—why we say it, and how it
applies to our daily lives. You may purchase the book Hope for Us through
Amazon.
For further details, contact Allison Devlin.

Moms, Join Us for Bible Study

The SFES Moms' Bible Study is on Fridays at 11:00 a.m., led by Allison Devlin,
director of family ministry. Please contact Allison via e-mail or at 713.882.0725 for more
meeting details.

Moms in Prayer

Join other mothers for a time of prayer together on the first and third Thursdays of each
month. Please contact Allison Devlin via e-mail or at 713.882.0725 for more meeting
details.

Share Your Prayer Requests Online

Share your prayer requests with us using the “Prayer Requests” link on the St. Francis
Episcopal Church home page. Please feel free to submit prayer requests for yourself
or for someone you know. All prayer requests are confidential and will not be added to
the spoken prayer list, but will be prayed for by our staff and Pastoral Care Council over
a two-month period.

Upcoming Events at St. Francis

St. Francis is hosting the following events on a regular basis via Zoom. To join an event
listed below, please click the provided link or copy and paste it into your web browser’s
address bar. Then, enter the meeting ID and passcode when prompted.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
•

Wednesdays at 9:00–10:00 a.m.
o Study: Proverbs (Current study on the Gospel of Mark)
o Contact: Louise Richman
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/651248716
o Passcode required to join; e-mail Louise Richman to participate.

•

Fridays at 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
o Study: Mom Set Free by Jeannie Cunnion
o Contact: Allison Devlin
o E-mail Allison Devlin for meeting location

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
•
•

•

Tuesdays at 7:00–8:00 a.m.
o Contact: Lew Arend
Monthly on the second Tuesday at 8:00–9:30 a.m. (Next meeting is January 13)
o The Men of St. Francis (TMOSF)
o Study: The Gospel of Mark
o Contact: The Rev. Stuart Bates
Thursdays at 6:30–8:00 a.m.
o Contact: The Rev. Stuart Bates
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86423240761
o Meeting ID: 864 2324 0761
o Passcode: sW9R20

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
•

Sundays at 10:00–11:00 a.m.
o Contact: George Hippard
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81068388948
o Meeting ID: 810 6838 8948
o Passcode: 767200

CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS—BIBLE STUDIES AND MEETINGS
•

•

Sundays at 10:15–10:45 a.m.
o Meeting: GLOW
o Contact: Allison Devlin
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4394746544
o Meeting ID: 716 183 992
o Passcode: 476823
Tuesdays at 7:00–7:15 p.m.
o Meeting: The Goodnight Show
o Contact: Fr. Bob Wismer
o Facebook Livestream

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION AND PRAYER
•

Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m.
o Meeting: Christian Meditation
o Contact: Fr. David Price
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298

•

•

•

•

•

Meeting ID: 203 726 298
Passcode: 05741
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
o Meeting: Contemplative Café
o Contact: Fr. David Price
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74432391081
o Meeting ID: 744 3239 1081
o Passcode: 043097
Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.
o Meeting: Christian Meditation
o Contact: Fr. David Price
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298
o Meeting ID: 203 726 298
o Passcode: 057417
Thursdays at 8:15–8:45 a.m.
o Meeting: Prayer Session (We read Scripture and go through a prayer
cycle of praise, confession, thanksgiving, and intercession.)
o Contact: Heather Burkhart
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79725936159
o Meeting ID: 797 2593 6159
o Passcode: 678123
Thursdays after carpool drop-off
o Meeting: Prayer Session
o Contact: Allison Devlin
o E-mail Allison Devlin to get meeting location
Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.
o Meeting: Contemplative Café
o Contact: Fr. David Price
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74432391081
o Meeting ID: 744 3239 1081
o Passcode: 043097
o
o

How to Watch Sunday Service Via Livestream

If you would like to join St. Francis Episcopal Church’s 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Sunday
service via livestream, here’s how to watch:
1. Open an Internet browser on your computer, laptop, or phone. Type in the St.
Francis website—sfch.org.
2. Click on the “Watch Live Stream” button. Choose to watch from Facebook or
YouTube.
3. Prelude music will begin on the livestream 10 minutes prior to the service to allow
time for your connection and for your inspiration. If you miss the live video, a
recording of the service will also be available on St. Francis's YouTube
channel.

