
 

 
News for the Week of February 6 
 
All School 

Gala Success! 
The 2022 Studio 52 Gala was a huge success, and the Gala leadership would like to 
thank all in our incredible community for doing their part! To those who donated auction 
items, planned sign-up parties, secured accessories and spirits, purchased seats, and 
raised your paddle, we are truly thankful. You’re outta sight! 

Stay tuned for an upcoming announcement on how much money was raised for St. 
Francis. Enormous gratitude also goes out to the amazing Gala chairs, Kim Graeter and 
Jen McDonald; to the wonderful auction chairs, Rory Bellow and Kaylen Meserve; and 
to the entire Gala committee, whose members poured their hearts into this nostalgic 
night. Their gifts of time, talent, and treasure exemplify the spirit of being people for 
others. 

AUCTION ITEM PICKUP: All auction items can be picked up from the front office on the 
Piney Point Campus during school hours, starting Tuesday, February 8. Need to make 
special arrangements for pickup? Please email us. 
  

January 13 Town Hall: Watch the Replay 
At our St. Francis Connections event on January 13, St. Francis shared updates on the 
2021–22 school year, what to expect in the 2022–23 school year, and more. If you 
weren’t able to join us in January, you can catch up with a recording of the 
session here. 

 
Catch Up With the St. Francis Parents Organization  
Learn more about the St. Francis Parents Organization (SFPO) this Wednesday, 
February 9, at 8:00 a.m. in the Hogan Board Room on Piney Point Campus. This 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/academics/weekly-division-info#fs-panel-2903
mailto:mchavez@stfrancishouston.org
https://vimeo.com/672874374


general meeting is open to all parents, and it is an opportunity to hear updates from the 
SFPO committee chairs. 
  

Keep Those Recipes Coming!  
The doldrums of winter are upon us—what better time to dig out that go-to recipe and 
share it with your St. Francis family? Don't miss this unique chance to contribute to 
SFE's commemorative cookbook in honor of our 70th anniversary. Click here to submit 
a recipe, or snap a photo of the recipe and email it to Martha Chavez. Thank you! 

 
Volunteers Needed for Art Changeout 
Friends of Fine Arts needs your help on Thursday, February 24, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. Have you ever wondered who changes all the beautiful student artwork on display 
at St. Francis? It's parent volunteers just like you. It's a fun time with 12–14 parents 
working in teams. 

• What do we need to do? Clean the acrylic frames, install the new art pieces, and 
carefully return the old art pieces to be distributed back to students. 

• No prior experience is necessary—anyone can help. If you would like to assist 
with this art changeout, please use the SignUpGenius link here. 

With questions, please email Rita Pace. 
  

February 10–11: PS Grandparents and Grandfriends Days 
Primary School Grandparents and Grandfriends Days are scheduled for February 10 
and 11 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Crum Gymnasium on Couper 
Campus. Please click here to register your grandparents and grandfriends. 

• On Thursday, February 10, we will host Grandparents and Grandfriends Day for 
all Primary II classes, Mrs. Oteiza’s Tuesday/Thursday Pre-Primary class, and 
Mrs. Meriwether’s Pre-Primary class. 

• On Friday, February 11, we will welcome grandparents and grandfriends for all 
Primary I classes, Mrs. Britton’s Pre-Primary class, Mrs. Lawhon's Pre-Primary 
class, and Mrs. Oteiza’s Monday/Wednesday/Friday Pre-Primary class. 

 
Parents’ Night Out Is February 11 
Our next Parents’ Night Out is Friday, February 11, and is open from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
for Primary School and from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. for grades K–5. The cost is $35. 
Contact Margaret Newsom to register. 
  

Spirit Store: Items Added Recently! 
Visit the 2021–22 online Spirit Store. (Password: wolves) 

https://forms.gle/XwEWQrfcwJP7HSqU6
mailto:mchavez@stfrancishouston.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EA8AE29A7FCC52-fofa
mailto:ritacastillocohen@gmail.com
https://events.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/79-Grandparent-Day
mailto:mnewsom@stfrancishouston.org
https://stores.inksoft.com/STFRANCIS_HTX_SPIRITSTORE/shop/home


• We’ve recently added JOGGERS with pockets, beanies, and stock for youth 
quarter-zips. 

• In-stock items are pre-decorated, available for purchase online, and have a fast 
delivery time.  

• While the global manufacturing supply chain continues to face challenges, we 
are slowly seeing the return of inventory. We appreciate your continued patience. 

PRO TIPS! 

• The store link works best with a Google Chrome browser, and will stay open and 
active until May.  

• Families have two options for receiving purchases. (Delivery for both options will 
take around 10–14 business days.) 

o Delivery to school to your student’s homeroom teacher or advisor. 
o Shipped to your address.  

There are no returns or exchanges, so be sure to check out the size charts to order 
the correct size. Please email Christie Crummel to coordinate access to samples.  
  

Support the Home Team! 
The Athletics Booster Club invites you to come out and support our Wolves at this 
week’s home games. We will be selling concessions at all games—most items are $1. 
Exact change is much appreciated. Click here and scroll down to see the game 
schedule for the week. 
  

COVID Dashboard 
St. Francis is updating the following COVID Dashboard weekly to track the number of 
active cases and total year-to-date cases for students and faculty/staff. This dashboard 
can also be found on the Parent Portal. 

 

mailto:CCrummel@StFrancisHouston.org
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/athletics/winter-sports


Primary School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
One of the strengths of St. Francis Episcopal School is our community. It is visible in 
many forms. It's in class, grade-level, and division morning meetings; in student-run 
clubs and councils; in advisory classes; in the Dining Hall; on the stage and on our 
playgrounds, fields, and courts; and in our parent-volunteer and faculty/staff meetings. 
Most importantly, it is seen, heard, and felt in our Chapels. 

Eight Chapel services across two campuses take place here each week. The order of 
service includes a call to worship, our virtue of the month, a Scripture reading, the 
homily, prayers, and songs. While each service is designed to be developmentally 
appropriate for the division, there are always prayers for others that unite our 
community. The Prayers of the People are read by our chaplain, a staff member, or a 
student. We pray for our students, families, and teachers; for healing of those who are 
sick; for those in leadership of our school, community, and country; for our clergy; and 
for those who are hungry, homeless, and who have died. The leader ends each prayer 
request with, “Lord in your mercy.” The people respond, “Hear our prayer.” Whether 
there are two or 200 in the place of worship, that is the appropriate response. It is not, 
“Hear our prayers.” We pray together as one community. 

In our classroom and division morning meetings, students often ask for prayers for their 
parents’ travel, for their grandparents’ health, for tests and projects, for upcoming 
games and performances, and for friends and pets. Whether the prayer request is from 
a student in Primary School with a skinned knee or from an Upper School senior asking 
for prayers as he or she makes decisions about college choices, I am always humbled 
by our students’ open and generous hearts and the trust they place in us to lift them up 
when they need our support. There is strength and power in the safety of our 
community, in a prayer that is one voice.  

Blessings, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 
  

Uniform Dress Reminder 
This is a good time of year to check and refresh your child’s uniforms. For all Primary I 
and Primary II students, uniforms are worn Monday through Thursday. On Fridays, 
students may wear either their uniform or St. Francis spirit wear with blue jeans or 
uniform bottoms (shorts, skorts, or pants). All components of the uniform (except socks, 
shoes, tights, and modesty shorts) must be purchased from DENNIS Uniform. 
  

February 10–11: PS Grandparents and Grandfriends Days 
Primary School Grandparents and Grandfriends Days are scheduled for February 10 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16032
https://www.dennisuniform.com/


and 11 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Crum Gymnasium on Couper 
Campus. Please click here to register your grandparents and grandfriends. 

• On Thursday, February 10, we will host Grandparents and Grandfriends Day for 
all Primary II classes, Mrs. Oteiza’s Tuesday/Thursday Pre-Primary class, and 
Mrs. Meriwether’s Pre-Primary class. 

• On Friday, February 11, we will welcome grandparents and grandfriends for all 
Primary I classes, Mrs. Britton’s Pre-Primary class, Mrs. Lawhon's Pre-Primary 
class, and Mrs. Oteiza’s Monday/Wednesday/Friday Pre-Primary class. 

 
Option to Watch Primary School Chapel Via Zoom 
If your child is doing something special in Chapel and you can’t make it, or if you would 
rather watch via livestream, here is the Zoom information that will enable you to join us: 

• Zoom Meeting 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81805974118?pwd=eFVGQ1llS1U4WTc3Rz
NJeEFDVm9Udz09 

• Password: pschapel 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, February 7 

• Primary School Open Library: 3:00–4:00 p.m. in the Primary School Library 

 

Tuesday, February 8 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary II and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 2-Day class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 

 

Wednesday, February 9 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary I and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 3-Day class and Mrs. Britton's class 

 

  

https://events.veracross.com/stfrancishouston/79-Grandparent-Day
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81805974118?pwd=eFVGQ1llS1U4WTc3RzNJeEFDVm9Udz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81805974118?pwd=eFVGQ1llS1U4WTc3RzNJeEFDVm9Udz09


Thursday, February 10 

• Grandparents and Grandfriends Day for Primary II and 2-Day Pre-Primary: 8:30–
11:00 a.m. 

 

Friday, February 11 

• Grandparents and Grandfriends Day for Primary I and 3-Day and 5-Day Pre-
Primary: 8:30–11:00 a.m. 

 

Monday, February 14 

• Primary School Valentine's Day Parties: Students only 
• Primary School Open Library: 3:00–4:00 p.m. in the Primary School Library 

 

Tuesday, February 15 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary II and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 2-Day class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 

 

Wednesday, February 16 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary I and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 3-Day class and Mrs. Britton's class 

 

Monday, February 21 

• No School 

 

Tuesday, February 22 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary II and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 2-Day class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 



 

Wednesday, February 23 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary I and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 3-Day class and Mrs. Britton's class 

 

Friday, February 25 

• Darla McNay Rodeo Day (Students Only) 
• Go Texan Day: Students may dress in Western wear 

 

Monday, February 28 

• Primary School Open Library: 3:00–4:00 p.m. in the Primary School Library 

 

Tuesday, March 1 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary II and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 2-Day class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 

 

Wednesday, March 2 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary I and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 3-Day class and Mrs. Britton's class 

 

Monday, March 7 

• Primary School Open Library: 3:00–4:00 p.m. in the Primary School Library 

 

Tuesday, March 8 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary II and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 2-Day class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 



 

Wednesday, March 9 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary I 
• Primary I Sings in Chapel (Capasso and Ferguson) 

 
Lower School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
One of the strengths of St. Francis Episcopal School is our community. It is visible in 
many forms. It's in class, grade-level, and division morning meetings; in student-run 
clubs and councils; in advisory classes; in the Dining Hall; on the stage and on our 
playgrounds, fields, and courts; and in our parent-volunteer and faculty/staff meetings. 
Most importantly, it is seen, heard, and felt in our Chapels. 

Eight Chapel services across two campuses take place here each week. The order of 
service includes a call to worship, our virtue of the month, a Scripture reading, the 
homily, prayers, and songs. While each service is designed to be developmentally 
appropriate for the division, there are always prayers for others that unite our 
community. The Prayers of the People are read by our chaplain, a staff member, or a 
student. We pray for our students, families, and teachers; for healing of those who are 
sick; for those in leadership of our school, community, and country; for our clergy; and 
for those who are hungry, homeless, and who have died. The leader ends each prayer 
request with, “Lord in your mercy.” The people respond, “Hear our prayer.” Whether 
there are two or 200 in the place of worship, that is the appropriate response. It is not, 
“Hear our prayers.” We pray together as one community. 

In our classroom and division morning meetings, students often ask for prayers for their 
parents’ travel, for their grandparents’ health, for tests and projects, for upcoming 
games and performances, and for friends and pets. Whether the prayer request is from 
a student in Primary School with a skinned knee or from an Upper School senior asking 
for prayers as he or she makes decisions about college choices, I am always humbled 
by our students’ open and generous hearts and the trust they place in us to lift them up 
when they need our support. There is strength and power in the safety of our 
community, in a prayer that is one voice.  

Blessings, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 
  

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16034


Dress Code Reminder 
This is a good time of year to check and refresh your child's uniform and to ensure 
compliance with St. Francis’s dress code. In particular, please note the following: 

• If girls are wearing leggings to school, they should wear a skirt, skort, or dress 
over them. 

• Uniform-compliant shoes (no UGG boots) and socks that are showing are to be 
worn at all times. 

• All students should tuck in their polo shirts. 
• Only St. Francis-branded fleece jackets, school sweaters, and St. Francis 

sweatshirts may be worn within the school building. (Please see the uniform 
policy on page 35 of the Lower School Handbook.) 
  

Option to Watch Lower School Chapel Via Zoom 
If your child is doing something special in Chapel and you can’t make it, or if you would 
rather watch via livestream, here is the Zoom information that will enable you to join us: 

• Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87806314875 
• Password: chapel 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, February 7  

• Chapel for Grades 3–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Celebrating February 6–12 birthdays 

 

Thursday, February 10  

• Chapel for Grades K–2 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Celebrating February 6–12 Birthdays 

 

Monday, February 14 

• Chapel for Grades 3–4 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Celebrating February 13–19 birthdays 

• Valentine's Day Parties: In classrooms 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87806314875


 

Thursday, February 17 

• Chapel for Grades K–2 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Celebrating February 13–19 birthdays 

 

Monday, February 21  

• Presidents’ Day Holiday: School closed  

 

Thursday, February 24 

• Chapel for Grades K–2 
o 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church Sanctuary 
o Celebrating February 20–26 Birthdays 

 

Friday, February 25   

• Go Texan Day: Children are encouraged to come to school in Western wear. 
Please leave guns, spurs, and stick horses at home. If wearing boots, please 
bring tennis shoes for PE and/or recess. Yeehaw! 

 
Middle School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
One of the strengths of St. Francis Episcopal School is our community. It is visible in 
many forms. It's in class, grade-level, and division morning meetings; in student-run 
clubs and councils; in advisory classes; in the Dining Hall; on the stage and on our 
playgrounds, fields, and courts; and in our parent-volunteer and faculty/staff meetings. 
Most importantly, it is seen, heard, and felt in our Chapels. 

Eight Chapel services across two campuses take place here each week. The order of 
service includes a call to worship, our virtue of the month, a Scripture reading, the 
homily, prayers, and songs. While each service is designed to be developmentally 
appropriate for the division, there are always prayers for others that unite our 
community. The Prayers of the People are read by our chaplain, a staff member, or a 
student. We pray for our students, families, and teachers; for healing of those who are 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16036


sick; for those in leadership of our school, community, and country; for our clergy; and 
for those who are hungry, homeless, and who have died. The leader ends each prayer 
request with, “Lord in your mercy.” The people respond, “Hear our prayer.” Whether 
there are two or 200 in the place of worship, that is the appropriate response. It is not, 
“Hear our prayers.” We pray together as one community. 

In our classroom and division morning meetings, students often ask for prayers for their 
parents’ travel, for their grandparents’ health, for tests and projects, for upcoming 
games and performances, and for friends and pets. Whether the prayer request is from 
a student in Primary School with a skinned knee or from an Upper School senior asking 
for prayers as he or she makes decisions about college choices, I am always humbled 
by our students’ open and generous hearts and the trust they place in us to lift them up 
when they need our support. There is strength and power in the safety of our 
community, in a prayer that is one voice.  

Blessings, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 
  

From the Division Head 
The Middle School is participating in our sixth year of Canstruction this week! We have 
already started collecting cans in advisories, and our groups are starting to plan their 
builds. Our collection continues until the build day for each grade level (see details in 
the Mark Your Calendar section, below). 

Fr. Wismer recently let me know that the Canstruction tradition began in 2017 as the 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” Food Drive and Canstruction contest, celebrating Houston 
hosting the Super Bowl that year. The event has since grown and become an effective 
way to provide food to people in need. For example, in 2018, the St. Francis Middle 
School collected almost 5,000 cans of food, which were then delivered to our local Fair 
Haven Food Pantry! 

Let’s rock Canstruction again this year with a strong collection—and have fun with 
our Texas-themed build days. This event is a great way for St. Francis to showcase our 
commitment to being people for others! 

Chris Bertha, MA 
Head of Middle School 
  

Dress Code Reminder: All Outerwear Must Be From St. Francis  
The last few weeks have been cold inside and outside, and we have tried to show grace 
to students who needed to add layers. However, our dress code is clear that all 
outerwear must be from St. Francis. If a student is seen wearing outerwear that is not 
from SFES, we will ask them to remove it. If you believe your child needs an exception 



to this expectation, please email Marion Tolon (Coach T) for a conversation. 
  

Trimester 3 Elective Surveys 
Elective surveys will be administered during elective classes this week. We will send a 
parent email with details when the elective surveys open. 

 
BrainAbouts This Week 
Students will be working through their next BrainAbouts activity in an advisory this 
week. The topic is “About Mental Health.” Click here for a document with family 
resources on the topic. 
  

GAME Plan Parent Meeting: Take the Poll 
Please join us on Friday, February 11, at 7:45 a.m. in the Hogan Board Room to hear 
from Lauren Price, executive director of Academic Independence. Lauren will be 
speaking about self-regulation and the student-facing GAME Plan software used by all 
Middle School students. In advance of the event, Lauren is asking for parent 
participation in this brief poll. We hope you will join us! 

 
February 25: Movie/Game Night and Middle School Dance 
We will be hosting both the Fifth-Grade Movie/Game Night and the Middle School 
Winter Dance on Friday, February 25. We are still working out logistics for these events 
and will share more details soon. 
  

Save the Date for These Eighth-Grade Events 
We are excited to announce that we have three of our signature eighth-grade events on 
the calendar this spring: 

• White-Shirt Photo: The photo shoot is scheduled for Thursday, March 10, at 
11:00 a.m. 

• Grade-Level Party: A parent-sponsored party for the entire grade will be held at 
The Forest Club on Wednesday, May 25. 

• Graduation: This event is scheduled to take place on Thursday, May 26, at 6:00 
p.m. 

 
Option to Watch Middle School Chapel Via Zoom 
If your child is doing something special in Chapel and you can’t make it, or if you would 
rather watch via livestream, here is the Zoom information that will enable you to join us: 

• Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88503848977 
• Password: chapel 

mailto:mtolon@stfrancishouston.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10TBAZyRtfAzxDl0aDqT8OTIEp9v8QTa0/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113962064312777552467&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stfrancisparentseminar
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88503848977


 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, February 7 

• Canstruction Ingathering 
• Dress Uniform 
• Chapel for Grades 7–8: 10:05–10:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, February 8 

• Canstruction Ingathering 
• Regular Uniform 
• Bible Studies (Grade 8 Girls/Grade 7 Boys and Girls): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the 

Christian Education rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway 

 

Wednesday, February 9 

• Canstruction Ingathering 
• Regular Uniform 
• Bible Studies (Grade 8 Boys): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education rooms at 

the end of the Middle School hallway 

 

Thursday, February 10 

• Canstruction Ingathering 
• Special Schedule for Canstruction 
• Regular Uniform 
• Bible Studies (Grade 6 Boys and Girls): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian 

Education rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway 
• Canstruction for Grades 5 and 7: 11:00 a.m. in the Fine Arts Center; student-only 

event 

 

Friday, February 11 

• Canstruction Ingathering 
• Special Schedule for Canstruction 



• St. Francis Spirit Wear With Uniform Bottoms or Blue Jeans (No 
Athletic Shorts) 

• Bible Studies (Grade 5 Boys and Girls): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian 
Education rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway 

• MS Parent Meeting on GAME Plan: 7:45 a.m. in the Hogan Board Room 
• Canstruction for Grades 6 and 8: 11:00 a.m. in the Fine Arts Center; student-only 

event 

 

Monday, February 14 

• Dress Uniform 
• Chapel for Grades 7–8: 10:05–10:30 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, February 15 

• Regular Uniform 
• Bible Studies (Grade 8 Girls/Grade 7 Boys and Girls): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the 

Christian Education rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway 

 

Wednesday, February 16 

• Special Schedule for Project Runway 
• Regular Uniform 
• Bible Studies (Grade 8 Boys): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian Education rooms at 

the end of the Middle School hallway 
• Project Runway Theater Project: 11:00 a.m. in the Fine Arts Center; student-only 

event 

 

Thursday, February 17 

• Regular Uniform 
• Bible Studies (Grade 6 Boys and Girls): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian 

Education rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway 
• Chapel for Grades 5–6: 10:05–10:30 a.m. 

 

  



Friday, February 18 

• St. Francis Spirit Wear With Uniform Bottoms or Blue Jeans (No 
Athletic Shorts) 

• Bible Studies (Grade 5 Boys and Girls): 7:15–7:45 a.m. in the Christian 
Education rooms at the end of the Middle School hallway 

 

Monday, February 21 

• School Holiday 

 

Tuesday, February 22 

• Trimester 3 Begins 

 
Upper School 
 
From the Assistant Head of School 
One of the strengths of St. Francis Episcopal School is our community. It is visible in 
many forms. It's in class, grade-level, and division morning meetings; in student-run 
clubs and councils; in advisory classes; in the Dining Hall; on the stage and on our 
playgrounds, fields, and courts; and in our parent-volunteer and faculty/staff meetings. 
Most importantly, it is seen, heard, and felt in our Chapels. 

Eight Chapel services across two campuses take place here each week. The order of 
service includes a call to worship, our virtue of the month, a Scripture reading, the 
homily, prayers, and songs. While each service is designed to be developmentally 
appropriate for the division, there are always prayers for others that unite our 
community. The Prayers of the People are read by our chaplain, a staff member, or a 
student. We pray for our students, families, and teachers; for healing of those who are 
sick; for those in leadership of our school, community, and country; for our clergy; and 
for those who are hungry, homeless, and who have died. The leader ends each prayer 
request with, “Lord in your mercy.” The people respond, “Hear our prayer.” Whether 
there are two or 200 in the place of worship, that is the appropriate response. It is not, 
“Hear our prayers.” We pray together as one community. 

In our classroom and division morning meetings, students often ask for prayers for their 
parents’ travel, for their grandparents’ health, for tests and projects, for upcoming 
games and performances, and for friends and pets. Whether the prayer request is from 
a student in Primary School with a skinned knee or from an Upper School senior asking 
for prayers as he or she makes decisions about college choices, I am always humbled 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/life-at-st-francis/wolf-watch#fs-panel-16038


by our students’ open and generous hearts and the trust they place in us to lift them up 
when they need our support. There is strength and power in the safety of our 
community, in a prayer that is one voice.  

Blessings, 

Amy Whitley, MA 
Assistant Head of School 

 
Upper School Sports Update 
Congratulations to each of our winter-sport athletes, coaches, and teams. It was a great 
season, and we are proud of their improvements and accomplishments. Please see 
below for a list of highlights from the winter season. 

• US Swimming broke eight school records. 
• We played the first-ever high school boys’ soccer games and won the first game 

in school history. 
• We played the first-ever high school girls’ soccer games. 
• We had a student-athlete compete in the first-ever high school wrestling 

matches. 
• We won the first high school girls’ basketball games in school history. 
• The US Girls’ and Varsity Boys’ Basketball teams won back-to-back games in 

Crum Gym on the same night for the first time in school history. 
• We fielded two Upper School Boys’ Basketball teams, including a JV and Varsity 

team. We competed at the varsity level for the first time in school history, and 
won 20+ games. 

Good luck to all spring-sport athletes in baseball, softball, tennis, golf, and track and 
field, whose seasons begin this week! 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, February 7 

• "B" Day 
• Regular School Uniform 

 

Tuesday, February 8 

• “A” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 



 

Wednesday, February 9 

• “B” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:35 a.m. 

 

Thursday, February 10 

• “A” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 

 

Friday, February 11 

• “B” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:35 a.m.; will be held in the Primary School 

Gathering Room for eleventh- and twelfth-grade students 
• Freshmen and Sophomore Retreat to Camp Allen: 7:15 a.m.–5:45 p.m. 

 

Monday, February 14 

• "A" Day 
• Regular School Uniform 

 

Tuesday, February 15 

• “B” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 

 

Wednesday, February 16 

• “A” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:30 a.m. 



 

Thursday, February 17 

• “B” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 

 

Friday, February 18 

• “A” Day 
• Regular School Uniform 
• Upper School Chapel: 10:00–10:35 a.m. 

 
Church 

In-Person Worship 
The Holy Eucharist is offered at 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 5:00 p.m. on 
Sundays. We also offer an evening Eucharist on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. We look 
forward to seeing all those who are ready to return. For those who are not comfortable 
returning to in-person worship, we will continue to livestream our worship service on 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Access the livestream via our 
church website, YouTube channel, or Facebook page. Instructions for livestreaming 
are included at the bottom of this section. 
  

Lenten Concert Is April 6 
Following the Parish Wednesday Supper on Wednesday, April 6, members of the St. 
Francis Choir and Instrumentalists will perform three notable works by three notable 
composers: Albinoni, Bach, and Barber. Come to Eucharist at 6:00 p.m., enjoy dinner 
($10/person), and then hear beautiful music—a concert of wonderful sacred and artistic 
works spanning 1700–1936—beginning at 7:15 p.m.! 
 
 
Confirmation Class Begins This Month 
The 2022–23 Confirmation Class begins this month. Fr. Wismer would like to invite all 
eighth-grade students to join the class to get confirmed. Contact Cindy Huteson 
via email or call 713.782.1270. 
  

Confirmation Mentors Needed 
The 2022–23 Confirmation Class begins this month, and Fr. Wismer would like to 
reinstate the Confirmation Mentor Program. Requirements for mentors include the 
following: pray daily for your confirmand; write a letter to your confirmand sharing your 
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faith story; and write a card at the time of their confirmation. It’s an easy commitment 
and very worthwhile. For more information or to volunteer, contact Cindy Huteson 
via email or at 713.782.1270. 
  

Special Speaker on February 13—"Children, Teens, and Tech” 
Parents of children and teens should attend this event! Mark your calendars to attend 
“Children, Teens, and Tech” on Sunday, February 13, at 10:00 a.m. in the Hogan Board 
Room. Our guest speaker, Deborah Berry, is the author of The Tech Trap: A Mom’s 
Fight for Her Daughter in a World of Modern Technology. 
  

Shrove Tuesday Mardi Gras Party—Mark Your Calendar! 
Join us the day before Ash Wednesday for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper & Mardi Gras Party on Tuesday, March 1, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
Wheatcroft Parish Hall. This is a great time to have some family fun as we feast on 
pancakes, sausage, gumbo, king cake, and Mardi Gras ice cream. Rick Keith and the 
St. Francis musicians are planning extra special music. You do not want to miss 
this! Click here for details and to purchase tickets. With questions, please contact 
the church office at 713.782.1270. 

 
Ash Wednesday Services Are March 2 
Begin your Lenten journey that leads to the Cross and the joy of the Resurrection with 
the imposition of ashes and Holy Eucharist on Ash Wednesday, March 2. The first day 
of Lent is a special day of holy obligation. Services will be held at 7:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 
and 7:00 p.m. to accommodate your schedule that day. 
  

Spring First Communion Classes Continue 
First Communion classes began Sunday, January 23, at 10:00 a.m. in CE207. This five-
week course is designed for second-grade students to prepare to receive the Holy 
Eucharist and will culminate on First Communion Sunday, March 6. Please contact 
Director of Family Ministry Allison Devlin via email or at 713.882.0725 for more meeting 
details. 
  

Moms, Join Us for Bible Study 
There are now two opportunities each week to attend the SFES Moms' Bible Study! 
The group meets on Tuesdays at 8:15 a.m. in classroom CE212 and on Fridays at noon 
at the Houston Racquet Club. The new study is “Elijah: Faith and Fire.” Both studies will 
be led by Allison Devlin, director of family ministry. Please contact Allison via email or 
at 713.882.0725 for more meeting details. 
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New GLOW Planned for Middle Schoolers 
Director of Family Ministry Allison Devlin is planning a new monthly GLOW (God Lights 
Our Way) for middle schoolers. Watch for more details, and please contact Allison 
via email or at 713.882.0725 with questions.  

 
Join Mrs. Devlin for In-Person Let It Shine! 
Join Mrs. Devlin each Sunday for in-person Let It Shine! Children's Bible Breakout. All 
children from Pre-K to middle school are invited to participate. 

 
High School Bible Study: Next Meeting Is February 23 
The high school Bible study will meet again on Wednesday, February 23, for its study 
on the parables of Jesus. The group meets monthly at 6:30 p.m. at the Houston 
Racquet Club for dinner and Bible study. All high schoolers are invited to attend. For 
additional information, please contact Allison Devlin via email or at 713.882.0725. 

 
Calling All Musicians—We Are Back! 
All those who missed sitting with your peers in the Assisi Choir and playing instruments 
at the 11:00 a.m. service, we are meeting again! If you have ever sung in a choir, 
thought about singing in a choir, or played an instrument, now is the time to join us. 

• Assisi Choir practice rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:15 to 8:15 p.m. in the 
church. 

• Instrumentalists are invited to join in a small rehearsal at 10:15 a.m. on Sundays 
in the church. 

• The Praise Choir and Band meets to rehearse Sundays at 8:45 a.m. in the 
church. 

• If you have a love of singing or playing, please contact Richard Keith. 

 
Help Meet MAM's Updated Supply Needs 
Memorial Assistance Ministries let us know that your generous donations have been 
helping to keep the organization's pantry well supplied. Thank you! They do still have 
some urgent needs, so if you are able to help, please consider donating the following 
items: 

• Laundry detergent 
• Size 6 diapers 

For additional information, contact our church liaison, Andrea Eubanks, via email or at 
713.859.1448. 
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Fair Haven Food Pantry Needs Volunteers 
The Fair Haven Food Pantry has been providing food to help people in the Spring 
Branch/Memorial area since 1975. 

• Now operating under a client-choice model, the pantry needs friendly 
volunteers to help clients shop for their families, restock shelves, and assist with 
registration. Feeding the needy is part of serving one another, and as we serve 
others, we are serving Christ. 

• To volunteer, please click here. 
• February Food Collection Item: Canned pasta (with or without meat) 

• Thank you for not donating any glass containers or expired items. 
• For additional information, email Jessica Antel. 

 
Share Your Prayer Requests Online 
Share your prayer requests with us using the “Prayer Requests” link on the St. Francis 
Episcopal Church home page. Please feel free to submit prayer requests for yourself 
or for someone you know. All prayer requests are confidential and will not be added to 
the spoken prayer list, but will be prayed for by our staff and Pastoral Care Council over 
two months. 

 
Upcoming Bible Studies at St. Francis 
St. Francis is hosting the following Bible studies, either in-person, via Zoom, or both. To 
join a Zoom event listed below, please click the provided link or copy and paste it into 
your web browser’s address bar. Then, enter the meeting ID and passcode when 
prompted.  

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Wednesdays at 9:00–10:00 a.m. 
o Study: New Study on Acts of the Apostles 
o Contact: Louise Richman 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/651248716 
o To participate, email Louise Richman. 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Tuesdays at 7:00–8:00 a.m. (February 8 meeting is in the Guild Room) 
o Study: Hebrews and St. Augustine’s Enchiridion 
o Contact: Martin O'Malley 
o Location: La Madeleine (Exception: On the second Tuesday of each 

month, the group meets in the church's Guild Room.) 
• Second Tuesday of each month at 8:00–9:30 a.m. (Next meeting is February 8) 

o Meeting: The Men of St. Francis Breakfast and Bible Study 
o Study: Simply Good News 
o Location: Wheatcroft Parish Hall 
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o Contact: The Rev. Stuart Bates  
• Thursdays at 6:30–8:00 a.m. 

o Study: Acts of the Apostles 
o Contact: The Rev. Stuart Bates 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213782442 

• Meeting ID: 842 1378 2442 
• Passcode: 1c6HEL 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

• Sundays at 10:00–11:00 a.m. 
o Study: The Book of Revelations 
o Location: The People Place (February 6 and 13) 
o Contact: George Hippard 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81068388948 

• Meeting ID: 810 6838 8948 
• Passcode: 767200 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS—BIBLE STUDIES AND MEETINGS 

• Wednesdays at 6:30–8:00 p.m. (Monthly; next meeting is February 23) 
o Meeting: High School Dinner and Bible Study 
o Study: The Parables of Jesus 
o Location: Houston Racquet Club 
o Contact: Allison Devlin 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION AND PRAYER 

• Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. 
o Meeting: Christian Meditation 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o In-Person Meeting Place: The Bride's Room 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298 

• Meeting ID: 203 726 298 
• Passcode: 05741  

• Wednesday Night Eucharist, Program, and Dinner ($10 per person) 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o Location: Church and Wheatcroft Parish Hall 

• Thursdays at 7:00 a.m. 
o Meeting: Christian Meditation 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o In-Person Meeting Place: The Bride's Room 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298 

• Meeting ID: 203 726 298 
• Passcode: 057417 

• Thursdays at 6:15–6:45 a.m. 
o Meeting: Prayer Session (We read Scripture and go through a prayer 

cycle of praise, confession, thanksgiving, and intercession.) 
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o Contact: Heather Burkhart 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79725936159 

• Meeting ID: 797 2593 6159 
• Passcode: 678123 

• Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 
o Meeting: Spiritual Enrichment 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o Location: The Bride's Room 

 
How to Watch Sunday Service Via Livestream 
If you would like to join St. Francis Episcopal Church’s 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Sunday 
service via livestream, here’s how to watch: 

1. Open an Internet browser on your computer, laptop, or phone. Type in the St. 
Francis website—sfch.org. 

2. Click on the “Watch Live Stream Worship Services” button. Either the 9:00 a.m. 
or 11:00 a.m. service will be available. If you prefer to watch from Facebook or 
YouTube, click on the links to go to those streaming servers. 

Prelude music will begin on the livestream 10 minutes before the service to allow time 
for your connection and your inspiration. If you miss the live video, a recording of the 
service will also be available on St. Francis's YouTube channel. 
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