
 

 

 
News for the Week of May 22 
 
All School 

Congrats, Class of 2022! 
Huge congratulations to our school’s first graduating senior class! These students made 
St. Francis history at our inaugural commencement ceremony, which was held on May 
14 at Couper Campus. Janelli M. gave a poignant and inspiring student address, which 
may be read here. 

 

The Class of 2022 will be attending the following colleges, universities, and 
conservatories: 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/academics/weekly-division-info#fs-panel-2903
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/resource-manager/view/6ba49f9a-995d-4fb7-9eb8-1db5f21a9ed0


• Baylor University 
• Colorado School of Mines 
• Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 
• Fordham University 
• High Point University 
• Howard University 
• Manhattan School of Music 
• Parsons School of Design at The New School 
• Princeton University 
• Texas A&M University 
• Texas State University 
• Texas Tech University 
• Trinity University 
• The University of Missouri 

We wish you all the best in your future endeavors, Class of 2022! Stay in touch! 
  

Thank You for Your Support of the St. Francis Fund 
As the year comes to a close, we want to thank the community for a record-setting St. 
Francis Fund! Your generosity brought in over $1,000,000 in funding that will support 
enhancements in faculty recruitment and retention, financial aid, student safety and 
security, technology, the arts, and our athletics programs.  

A very special thank-you goes to our 2021–22 chairs, Taylor and Blake Shaver, and to 
all the St. Francis Fund Committee members who made this year such a great success! 
We appreciate your hard work and dedication. 

2021–22 St. Francis Fund Committee 

Taylor and Blake Shaver, Chairs 
Julie Alexander 

Zhora Badar 
Nadia Barrow 
Rory Bellow 
Katie Blades 

Angela Bookmeyer 
Eileen Condit 

Erika Chavez and Jack Nadal 
Jessica Chisholm 
Candace France 

Julie Grandt 
Kris and John Hantak 
Emily Anne Harrison 

Kristyn Hogan 
Brett Jennings 
Kasey Keller 

Amanda Ollison 
Keely Langkowski 



Megan Lovoi 
Laura McNear 

Samantha Mulvehill 
Kim Nettles 

Crystal Neustadt 
Rita Pace 

Amy Pierce 
Alison Plumhoff 

Corinne Plumhoff 
Jenny Porter 

Amanda Racusin 
Melissa Reeves 
Jennifer Rosser 

Courtney and Greg Schilling 
Sommer Stash 
Barbara Steen 

Shelby Stratmann 
Catherine Thornton 

Rebecca Van Winden 
Lynsey and Drew Ward 
Leigh and Jeff Williams 

If you are interested in helping out with this important effort next year, please contact 
Muffy Buvens, director of the St. Francis Fund, at 713.458.6129. 
  

A Note About the Board of Trustees 
It is with deepest appreciation that we thank outgoing St. Francis Board of Trustees 
members Clarke Anderson and Reginald DesRoches for their dedicated service to our 
school. On August 1, we will welcome two new board members: St. Francis alumna 
Christina Blackwell ’95 and St. Francis parent Shelby Stratmann. We are excited to 
have both Ms. Blackwell and Ms. Stratmann joining the board and look forward to their 
input and leadership. 

Finally, we want to thank Webb Jennings for his selfless service and the contributions 
he made as board chair. Although he will be stepping down as chair, we are delighted 
that he will remain on the board. Current Board Vice Chair Rob Pierce will be stepping 
into the position of board chair on August 1, and we are excited to welcome him to the 
role! 
  

Piney Point Campus Construction Notice 
In June, St. Francis Episcopal Church will begin a construction project involving the 
Wheatcroft Parish Hall and classrooms. We anticipate that building will still be in 
progress at the beginning of the 2022–23 school year, and we will adjust carpool as 
needed for Lower School and Middle School to accommodate construction. Details will 
be shared prior to the start of next school year. 
  



Donate Your Used Uniforms and St. Francis–Branded Items 
Spring cleaning? We can help! Donate any St. Francis–branded items or uniform 
clothing that is clean and in good used condition for resale to other school families. 
Accepted clothing includes regular and dress uniform items, plus St. Francis–branded 
hats, athletics shirts and shorts, hoodies, hair accessories, athletics bags, yard signs, 
etc.—basically anything you might have to donate that another pack member might 
enjoy! 

• We will have bins at morning carpools on both campuses (all four divisions) 
through the last day of school for your child’s division. Please plan to quickly 
hand your donation through your car window to ensure the carpool runs 
smoothly. 

• After the last day of school, you may drop off your donation at the Piney Point 
Campus entrance through Monday, June 6. 

 
2022–23 School Supplies for LS/MS: Order Online Through June 12  
School supplies for rising Lower and Middle School students may now be ordered 
online for the 2022–23 school year. Click here and enter your division’s ID code in the 
box provided to order. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY CODES 

• To order for LOWER SCHOOL, enter the code STF001  
• To order for MIDDLE SCHOOL, enter the code STF018  
• The deadline to order is Sunday, June 12, 2022. 
• Supplies will be delivered to your child's homeroom/advisory prior to the first day 

of school.   
• Please contact Stefanie Carper if you have any questions.  

 
The 2022–23 School Calendar Is Available Online 
To help you with your planning for next year, the St. Francis calendar for the 2022–23 
school year is available online here. If you have any questions about next year’s school 
calendar, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your division office! 

 
COVID Dashboard 
St. Francis is updating the following COVID Dashboard weekly to track the number of 
active cases and total year-to-date cases for students and faculty/staff. This dashboard 
can also be found on the Parent Portal. 

http://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks
mailto:sfpo-schoolsupplies@stfrancishouston.org
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1651782545/stfrancisepiscopal/plaudokhrfucfa9mi7zt/22-23_SCHOOL_Calendar_-_draft_v18_EXTERNAL.pdf


 

Primary School 
 
From the Division Head 
When I was offered the opportunity to serve St. Francis as the Head of Primary School, 
I deemed it a tremendous honor. What I did not know at the time was just how big of a 
space this incredible role would carve into my heart. Primary School is truly a magical 
place. The children, teachers, staff, and families make each day enjoyable and special. I 
hop out of bed each morning, dash to work, and think to myself, “I am blessed!” 

Thank you for your smiles, kind words of encouragement, and support—and, most 
importantly, thank you for entrusting me with the most precious people in your lives. It 
has been a pleasure to partner with you in the growth and development of your children. 
I am grateful for this wonderful experience and wish you and your family a happy 
summer break! 

With appreciation, 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16032


Kenyetta K. Wynn, EdD 
Head of Primary School 
  

Primary School Transitions and Farewells 
Please note the following changes to our faculty and staff for the 2022–23 school year: 

TRANSITIONS 

• Susan Biehl, current Pre-Primary teaching assistant, will transition to 3-Day Pre-
Primary as a lead teacher. 

• Leah Breckenridge, current Pre-Primary teaching assistant, will transition to 
Primary I as a lead teacher. 

• Brittny Bush, current drama teacher, will also serve as Primary School library 
support teacher. 

• Marissa Capasso, current Primary I lead teacher, will transition to Primary II lead 
teacher. 

• Elizabeth Greenwood, current Primary I teaching assistant, will transition to 
Primary II teaching assistant. 

• Kitzya Jaramillo, current Pre-Primary teaching assistant, will transition to Primary 
I teaching assistant. 

• Julia Lawhon, current Pre-Primary long-term substitute, will transition to Primary I 
teaching assistant. 

• Julie Preston, current Primary II teaching assistant, will transition to Primary I 
teaching assistant. 

• Ryan Roussett, current Primary I long-term substitute, will transition to Primary II 
teaching assistant. 

FAREWELLS 
Primary I Teaching Assistant Veni Hardy, who has served the Primary School for 
12 years, will be retiring. Primary II Lead Teacher Michelle Staller and Office Assistant 
Hannah Zuniga will be leaving to explore new opportunities. We are grateful for the 
many gifts these dedicated faculty members shared with St. Francis and wish them very 
well! 

 
Early Dismissal for Primary School This Friday 
The last day of school—this Friday, May 27—is an early dismissal day. All Primary 
School students will be dismissed at 11:00 a.m. 
  

Primary II Families: Links to Summer Slide Info 
Thanks to everyone who attended the recent parent session about helping your child 
over the summer! If you were unable to attend, you can view the slideshow here and 
the session handout here.  
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YH3ZUSXbkfjGfMYsdn_ELXJzVb_xAws-/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rxU6XSOZWFNlqq0eXIDhKt0Y_rfj3NrCpoJudlTl6pI/edit?usp=sharing


Donate Your Used Uniforms and St. Francis–Branded Items 
Spring cleaning? We can help! Donate any St. Francis–branded items or uniform 
clothing that is clean and in good used condition for resale to other school families. 
Accepted clothing includes regular and dress uniform items, plus St. Francis–branded 
hats, athletics shirts and shorts, hoodies, hair accessories, athletics bags, yard signs, 
etc.—basically anything you might have to donate that another pack member might 
enjoy! 

• We will have bins at morning carpools on both campuses (all four divisions) 
through the last day of school for your child’s division. Please plan to quickly 
hand your donation through your car window to ensure the carpool runs 
smoothly. 

• After the last day of school, you may drop off your donation at the Piney Point 
Campus entrance through Monday, June 6. 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, May 23 

• Primary I End-of-Year Party: 1:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, May 24 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary II and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Oteiza's 2-Day class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 

• Pre-Primary End-of-Year Party: 1:30 p.m.; for students in Mrs. Oteiza's 2-Day 
class, Mrs. Lawhon's class, and Mrs. Meriwether's class 

 

Wednesday, May 25 

• Chapel: 9:30 a.m.; for students in Primary I and for Pre-Primary students in Mrs. 
Britton's class and Mrs. Oteiza's 3-Day class 

• Pre-Primary End-of-Year Party: 1:30 p.m.; for students in Mrs. Britton's class and 
Mrs. Oteiza's 3-Day class 

 

Thursday, May 26 

• Primary II End-of-Year Party: 1:00 p.m. 

 



Friday, May 27 

• Primary School Last Day of School: Early dismissal at 11:00 a.m. 

 
Lower School 
 
From the Division Head 
Time does, indeed, fly when you are having fun. We have had a fun and successful 
2021–22 school year here in the Lower School. I am proud of our students' learning and 
social-emotional growth over the last ten months, and I am sure you are, too!  

As we head into June and July, please remember to help your child complete summer 
reading (posted on the Parent Portal), order your child’s uniforms in plenty of time 
before school starts, and watch for the early August email outlining the important start-
of-school dates and events. Lower School teachers will call their homeroom students on 
Monday, August 8, to welcome them back and answer any questions they (and you) 
may have before school begins. 

Once again, thank you, Lower School parents, for entrusting us with your child’s 
educational journey. Have a restful and enjoyable summer, and we will see you in 
August! 

All the best, 

Clifton Walker, MEd 
Head of the Lower School 
  

Lower School Transitions and Farewells 
Sue Nelson, current fourth-grade humanities teacher, will transition to a new role on the 
Curriculum and Instruction team, where her work will touch all divisions. 

Assistant Head of Lower School Debbie McColloch, Director of Library Services Melanie 
Wallace, and Program Head Coach and PE Teacher Tory Usry will be departing St. 
Francis at the end of this school year. We are so grateful for how they have invested in 
and enriched the Lower School, and we wish them all the best in their future endeavors! 

 
Early Dismissal for Lower School This Friday 
The last day of school—this Friday, May 27—is an early dismissal day. Lower School 
students will have a staggered dismissal, as follows: 

• 11:00 a.m.—Kindergarten and First Grade 
• 11:20 a.m.—Second, Third, and Fourth Grades 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16034


 
Lower School Families: Links to Summer Slide Info 
Thanks to everyone who attended recent the parent sessions about helping your child 
over the summer! Links to the session resources are available below. 

• Rising First Grade: Click here for the slideshow and here for the session 
handout. 

• Rising Grades 2–4: Click here for the slideshow and here for the session 
handout. 

 
Rising Sixth Grader? Reminder to Sign Up for 2022–23 Sports! 
If you have a rising sixth grader, please complete a sport-selection survey (link here) 
for your student. Please note that if you have more than one rising sixth grader, you will 
need to complete a separate survey for each student, and an email address is required 
for each survey. These sport selections are very helpful for planning purposes. Students 
in grades 6–8 must sign up for a sport or Middle School Physical Education class for 
each season. 

 
Donate Your Used Uniforms and St. Francis–Branded Items 
Spring cleaning? We can help! Donate any St. Francis–branded items or uniform 
clothing that is clean and in good used condition for resale to other school families. 
Accepted clothing includes regular and dress uniform items, plus St. Francis–branded 
hats, athletics shirts and shorts, hoodies, hair accessories, athletics bags, yard signs, 
etc.—basically anything you might have to donate that another pack member might 
enjoy! 

• We will have bins at morning carpools on both campuses (all four divisions) 
through the last day of school for your child’s division. Please plan to quickly 
hand your donation through your car window to ensure the carpool runs 
smoothly. 

• After the last day of school, you may drop off your donation at the Piney Point 
Campus entrance through Monday, June 6. 

 
2022–23 School Supplies: Order Online Through June 12 
School supplies may now be ordered online for the 2022–23 school year. Click 
here and enter your division’s ID code in the box provided to order. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY CODES 

• To order for LOWER SCHOOL, enter the code STF001  
• To order for MIDDLE SCHOOL, enter the code STF018  
• The deadline to order is Sunday, June 12, 2022. 
• Supplies will be delivered to your child's homeroom/advisory prior to the first day 

of school.   
• Please contact Stefanie Carper if you have any questions.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YH3ZUSXbkfjGfMYsdn_ELXJzVb_xAws-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UDyDR1iI0e7k6FCiUHX3IDjnS5ODofPQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bnf117q9WQ4qh5T9_Q77YcwJq_orpG-k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17DJ6T6YC7Ow0YqJlZ1n8kOeSIvCdCzFe/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/WzLa4ngK1KEE3yV37
http://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks
http://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks
mailto:sfpo-schoolsupplies@stfrancishouston.org


 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, May 23 

• Chapel for Grades K–4: 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church  
• Chapel Birthday Pencils: July for K–4  

 

Thursday, May 26 

• Eucharist Chapel for Grades K–4: 8:20 a.m. in the St. Francis Episcopal Church 
Sanctuary 

• Lower School End-of-Year Parties 
• Grade 3: 9:00–10:15 a.m. 
• Grade 2: 9:30–10:45 a.m. 
• Grade 1: 11:40 a.m.–12:55 p.m. 
• Kindergarten: 1:20–2:35 p.m. 
• Grade 4: 1:40–3:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, May 27 

• Lower School Last Day of School: Early dismissal 
o Grades K–1: 11:00 a.m. 
o Grades 2–4: 11:20 a.m.  

• Lower School Completion Ceremony for Grade 4: 10:00–10:45 a.m. in the Fine 
Arts Center 

 
Middle School 
 
From the Interim Division Head 
With this being the last Wolf Watch of the school year, I wanted to thank you for your 
support these last few months. Having a change in administrators in the middle of the 
year is never easy or ideal. So many people jumped in to help in a variety of ways, and I 
am very grateful for this community!  

With final exams beginning on Tuesday for our seventh and eighth graders, I wanted to 
offer some tips for how you can help your children do their best each day:  

• Make sure they are well-rested.  
• Make sure they arrive at school on time. Exams will begin promptly at 7:30 a.m. 

for students with extended time, and at 8:30 a.m. for all other students. 
• Make sure they have a snack and water bottle for their break between exams.  

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16036


• Encourage them to do their best and not get bogged down by something they 
don’t know or remember.  

As we look toward summer and next school year, there are a few important things to 
keep in mind.  

Each grade level has required summer reading. Students should purchase their own 
copy of the required summer reading book for their grade level, as each class will start 
the school year with a few weeks studying that novel. 

• Click here for students entering grade 5. 
• Click here for students entering grade 6. 
• Click here for students entering grade 7. 
• Click here for students entering grade 8. 

We will also provide some math-review information, which will be posted on the Parent 
Portal in the next couple of weeks. While the summer reading is required, the math-
review work is completely optional. 

Dr. Byron Williams will be taking the reins as Head of Middle School on June 
1. We have already been meeting and planning, and will continue to do so during the 
month of June. 

I hope everyone has a restful summer! I look forward to seeing you in the fall, when I 
will be the Head of Curriculum and Instruction once again!  

Fondly, 

Carol Christ, MEd 
Interim Head of Middle School 
Head of Curriculum and Instruction 
  

Middle School Faculty and Staff Farewells 
We wish a fond farewell to the following faculty and staff members, who will be leaving 
St. Francis at the end of this school year: Middle School Spanish Teacher Angelica 
Klingsmith, Middle School History Teacher Corey Morris, Middle School Technology 
Teacher Victoria Morris, Middle School Performing Arts Faculty Julia Oppenheim, 
Program Head Coach and PE Teacher Tory Usry, Director of Library Services Melanie 
Wallace, and Middle School Office Manager Leigh Williams. We thank them for their 
years of dedicated service to our school community, and wish them well in their future 
adventures! 

 
Eighth-Grade Completion Ceremony: Watch the Livestream! 
Our Eighth-Grade Completion Ceremony is scheduled for this Thursday, May 26, at 
6:00 p.m. For those who cannot attend in person, we will be livestreaming the event. To 
watch, click here when the ceremony starts. 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/resource-manager/view/be602d09-b1f0-4da8-8440-93016ced42fb
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/resource-manager/view/3a40bc0b-4442-4aad-a635-f09d23e7d2f2
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/resource-manager/view/a42c25b1-a96f-4afb-a0ed-b6d1c638940f
https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/resource-manager/view/610b0360-0fd5-4af9-935a-e4ef6b6da422
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC76BzNmGmXf1qsSC5gMudew


 
Locker Cleanout Schedule 
Middle School students will be cleaning out their lockers on designated days this week. 
Please send an extra bag with your child on his or her specified day: 

• Grades 5 and 6: Locker cleanout is Thursday, May 26 
• Grades 7 and 8: Locker cleanout is tomorrow—Monday, May 23 

  

This Week's Schedule 
Please see the "Mark Your Calendar" section below for details on this week's schedule. 

 
Awards Ceremony Photos Now Available 
Please click here to view photos of the recent Middle School Awards Ceremony. 
  

Service Hours Forms Due Thursday 
As a reminder, forms for service hours completed this year may be submitted until this 
Thursday, May 26. These hours will count toward the minimum number of service hours 
required in order for a student to have “With Distinction” on his or her completion 
certificate. 

 
Donate Your Used Uniforms and St. Francis–Branded Items 
Spring cleaning? We can help! Donate any St. Francis–branded items or uniform 
clothing that is clean and in good used condition for resale to other school families. 
Accepted clothing includes regular and dress uniform items, plus St. Francis–branded 
hats, athletics shirts and shorts, hoodies, hair accessories, athletics bags, yard signs, 
etc.—basically anything you might have to donate that another pack member might 
enjoy! 

• We will have bins at morning carpools on both campuses (all four divisions) 
through the last day of school for your child’s division. Please plan to quickly 
hand your donation through your car window to ensure the carpool runs 
smoothly. 

• After the last day of school, you may drop off your donation at the Piney Point 
Campus entrance through Monday, June 6. 
  

Rising Sixth, Seventh, or Eighth Grader? Reminder to Sign Up for 
2022–23 Sports! 
If you have rising sixth, seventh, or eighth grader(s), please complete one sport-
selection survey (link here) for each of your students. A separate email address is 
required for each survey. These sport selections are very helpful for planning purposes. 
Students in grades 6–8 must sign up for a sport or Middle School Physical Education 
class for each season. 
  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/UUr4uPEwY23LaD8m7
https://forms.gle/WzLa4ngK1KEE3yV37


2022–23 School Supplies: Order Online Through June 12  
School supplies may now be ordered online for the 2022–23 school year. Click 
here and enter your division’s ID code in the box provided to order. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY CODES  

• To order for LOWER SCHOOL, enter the code STF001  
• To order for MIDDLE SCHOOL, enter the code STF018  
• The deadline to order is Sunday, June 12, 2022.  
• Supplies will be delivered to your child's homeroom/advisory prior to the first day 

of school.   
• Please contact Stefanie Carper if you have any questions. 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, May 23–Thursday, May 26 

• Middle School Exam Week: More information here 

 

Monday, May 23 

• Dress Uniform 
• Eucharist Chapel 
• Review Day 
• Locker Cleanout for Grades 7 and 8: Please send your child with an extra bag  

 

Tuesday, May 24 

• Grades 5 and 6 
• Regular Uniform 
• Regular Dismissal Time 

• Grades 7 and 8 
• Spirit Wear 
• Special Schedule 
• Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. 

• Exams 
o Review Rotations 
o History 

 

  

http://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks
http://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks
mailto:sfpo-schoolsupplies@stfrancishouston.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FXa6DySTy8CG9RAkZftu0_FVzvH-73yYw7SRPlCJZXw/edit?usp=sharing


Wednesday, May 25 

• Grades 5 and 6 
• Regular Uniform 
• Regular Dismissal Time 

• Grades 7 and 8 
• Spirit Wear 
• Special Schedule 
• Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. 

• Exams 
o English 
o Science 

 

Thursday, May 26 

Middle School Last Day of School 

• Grades 5-7 
• Spirit Wear 
• Special Schedule 
• Early Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. 

• Grade 8 
• Spirit Wear 
• Eighth-Grade Completion Ceremony Rehearsal: 12:30-1:15 p.m.; pick up 

in Dining Hall carpool at 1:15 p.m. 
• Eighth-Grade Completion Ceremony: 6:00 p.m. 

• Locker Cleanout for Grades 5 and 6: Please send your child with an extra bag 
• Exams 

o Math 
o Spanish 

  
Upper School 

Mr. Addington’s Five Tips for a Great Summer 
As the end of the school year approaches, I wanted to offer our students the following 
five tips for a great summer: 

#1: GET A JOB 
As a parent, nothing was more profound in helping my children mature than getting their 
first job. My wife and I provided for our kids, but that wasn’t the point. Maybe, actually, 
that was the point. They had grown up not having to worry about food, or housing, or 
even the private education we provided. On most days, this was a source of parental 
pride, but it also meant that there was a world out there of which my kids were unaware. 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16038


Going through the process of finding a job, interviewing, and being denied (or ignored) 
was critically important. Once they had a job, they learned to schedule their day, 
exchange shifts with other employees, receive consequences for being late, etc. They 
made their own money, and each child responded to this newfound commodity in his or 
her own way. They also met people different from themselves who had not attended 
private school.  

For younger students, community service is a great way to start down this path. 

#2: WALK OUTSIDE FOR 30 MINUTES A DAY 
One of the hardest jobs we have on campus is controlling cell phone use. It's not 
uncommon to witness a child walking into a static physical structure, like a pole or wall, 
or tripping over a parking curb because of their intent gaze on their phone. So much of 
their life is moderated by electronics. They go from one screen to another, and the white 
earbuds are ubiquitous companions as they navigate the archipelago of technology. 

I want to make the audacious suggestion that every day, maybe right after lunch, they 
walk outside for 30 minutes unencumbered by any sort of tech. They walk slowly and 
inhabit the world around them. What do they see? What do they smell? Most 
importantly, when they are separated from the noise of the screen or some digital feed, 
what thoughts come unbidden to their minds? Things they did or left undone, friends, 
opportunities, or just a relaxing solace? What happens when they are all by 
themselves? 

#3: READ A BOOK 
I begin with a utilitarian appeal. On the SAT and ACT, reading comprehension is most 
clearly facilitated by reading. To use a metaphor, tutoring companies dress the edge of 
a blade, but they do not put the fundamental shape on it. The ability to take a test for 
hours (or, for extended time, a test that lasts for many more hours); the ability to build a 
vocabulary in excess of 30,000 or 40,000 words; the comfort that comes from constantly 
reading—all these derive from daily exercise. 

The future of work is evermore becoming a service industry. Many jobs will soon be 
made obsolete through automated production or artificial intelligence. What remains are 
the abilities to manage relationships and to communicate. Reading and writing skills will 
be paramount. 

Beyond the utilitarian argument are two additional appeals. I’ve never been one to 
believe that the acquisition of knowledge and experience necessarily make one better. 
That, I believe, is an innate disposition. However, I strongly believe that reading 
increases perspective, whether the reader absorbs information from nonfiction or reads 
a novel. Getting into someone else’s shoes, learning about different times and places—
all of these help students to see the world differently. 

I know that reading can be hard. I have often found myself snoozing or my mind 
wandering once I return to reading after having a significant break. It can be hard work, 
but patience and diligence will pay off. 



#4: DO COMMUNITY SERVICE 
One of our main commitments at St. Francis is to be “people for others.” There is no 
better expression of this than to do community service. In the great city of Houston, 
there is always the opportunity to work in a food bank, walk a dog at a shelter, or just 
pitch in somewhere. According to Wordsworth: 

The world is too much with us; late and soon,  
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers. 

It was his suggestion that we look to Nature. It’s not a bad notion, but at St. Francis we 
ask that we also look to our neighbors to share our gifts. 

#5: WRITE A LETTER 
In this age of digital communication, it takes no time to send a text—literally seconds. 
Emails, which some treat in the same style of discourse as a text exchange, take hardly 
longer. They are quick and efficient. Sometimes, of course, it is an easy way to say 
hello or to wish someone well. I suggest that it means something more to spend some 
time writing a physical letter to someone. By sheer time investment, you are saying to 
the receiver, “You are worth more than 20 seconds of my time.” 

Earlier this year, I asked students to write letters of gratitude to people in our 
community. Teachers, coaches, and even administrators received letters of 
appreciation, which brightened their day. It also reminded our students of all that they 
have to be thankful for. Writing a letter to a distant relative, a grandparent, or a friend 
they haven’t seen is such an act of personal kindness and investment. Letters are also 
mementos. Unlike texts or emails, they become treasured possessions to hold onto and 
reread when an occasion merits. 

I hope you have a wonderful summer, filled with rest and rejuvenation! 

Warmly, 

Marc Addington, MA 
Head of Upper School 

 
Upper School Faculty Farewell 
We wish a fond farewell to Upper School Math Faculty and Curriculum & Instruction 
Coordinator Angie Ellis, who will be leaving St. Francis at the end of this school year. 
We are grateful for the invaluable contributions she has made to our school, and wish 
her all the best in her future endeavors! 
  

End-of-Year Exams: Schedule Below 
This is a reminder that exams for the end of the year will be held this coming week. We 
will observe the same operation as with first-trimester exams. If students have a single 
exam, they only need to be here for that exam. However, should students have two 
exams, we ask that they remain on campus until their second exam is completed.  



The school remains open at the regular times, and students will be able to stay on 
campus even if they do not have exams. Teachers will be present to meet for tutorials 
or office hours, and lunch is served every day. The schedule is posted below: 

Trimester 3 Exam Schedule 

  8:00-11:00 
a.m. 

12:00-3:00 
p.m. 

23-May-
22 

B2 A4 

24-May-
22 

A2 B4 

25-May-
22 

B1 A3 

26-May-
22 

A1 B3 

 
In the first trimester, our exams were only worth 10 percent of the trimester grade. This 
was done to help students acclimate to their first examination experience after the 
change COVID-19 made on school environments over the past couple of years. These 
upcoming exams will be worth 20 percent of the trimester grade. Students who 
struggled in first-trimester exams should meet with their teachers to discuss study 
strategies. Some suggestions include the following: 

• Review their first-trimester exam; 
• Review recent tests; and 
• Describe their study process and improve it as possible. 

 
Textbooks to Resell? Details Below on EZ Drop Book Buyback Event 
Starting this summer, textbooks will be purchased from MBS Direct through an online 
bookstore created for St. Francis Episcopal School. This will streamline our purchases 
for summer reading, as well as for textbooks and digital resources during the year. 
Because MBS Direct is owned by Barnes & Noble, they are not only one of the largest 
distributors for textbooks in North America, but also are always purchasing used books 
for resale. 

Even though our families did not purchase materials from MBS Direct this year, they 
can still sell books back, if MBS Direct has a need for those texts. This includes books 
from siblings in college or in middle school! Follow this link to discover how this 
process works. Once you have done that, navigate to our school’s MBS Direct 
storefront to see if your books can be resold. 

https://vimeo.com/416488821/1b74487b59
https://bnck-12.com/stfrancishouston
https://bnck-12.com/stfrancishouston


When you have completed this process, bring any used textbooks you are reselling and 
two copies of your quote from MBS Direct to the Upper School Admin trailer 
this Wednesday, May 25, or Thursday, May 26. We will take care of returning the 
books, and you will then receive payment from MBS Direct via check or PayPal. 
  

Donate Your Used Uniforms and St. Francis–Branded Items 
Spring cleaning? We can help! Donate any St. Francis–branded items or uniform 
clothing that is clean and in good used condition for resale to other school families. 
Accepted clothing includes regular and dress uniform items, plus St. Francis–branded 
hats, athletics shirts and shorts, hoodies, hair accessories, athletics bags, yard signs, 
etc.—basically anything you might have to donate that another pack member might 
enjoy! 

• We will have bins at morning carpools on both campuses (all four divisions) 
through the last day of school for your child’s division. Please plan to quickly 
hand your donation through your car window to ensure the carpool runs 
smoothly. 

• After the last day of school, you may drop off your donation at the Piney Point 
Campus entrance through Monday, June 6. 
  

US Start and End Times Stay the Same for 2022–23 
Please note that Upper School classes will start and end at the same times next year, 
as follows: 

• Start Time: 8:30 a.m. 
• End Time: 3:50 p.m. 

With questions about Upper School’s schedule for next school year, please reach out to 
the division office. 
  

Mark Your Calendar 

Monday, May 23 

• “A” Day 
• Spirit Wear 
• Trimester 3 Exams Begin: See exam schedule above 

 

Tuesday, May 24 

• “B” Day 
• Spirit Wear 



 

Wednesday, May 25 

• “A” Day 
• Spirit Wear 

 

Thursday, May 26 

• “B” Day 
• Spirit Wear 
• Last Day of School for Upper School 

 

Friday, May 27 

• Upper School Trimester 3 Ends 

 
Church 
 

Have a great summer! Look below for events you can participate in during your 
school break. 

 
Schedule a Baptism on Pentecost Sunday 
The Day of Pentecost on Sunday, June 5, is a Principal Feast Day celebrating the birth 
of the church and is especially appropriate for the Sacrament of Baptism. To schedule a 
baptism on Pentecost Sunday, please contact Sally Jo Flores via email or at 
832.325.2983. 
  

Volunteers Needed: Boys and Girls Country (Service Hours) 
The annual Boys and Girls Country Banquet is Tuesday, June 14. This organization 
nurtures children who cannot live at home. On this night, we celebrate their families, 
their caregivers, and all the accomplishments of these children. We need ten volunteers 
from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. to help Chef Alfredo serve plates in the kitchen. Please contact 
Julie Lowery via email or at 832.325.2994 to volunteer. 

 
Blessing of the Backpacks: Join Us in August 
On August 14, 21, and 28, all students are invited to participate in St. Francis's Blessing 
of the Backpacks tradition by bringing their backpacks to the 9:00 a.m. service to 
receive a blessing for the new school year. Students will also receive a special token to 

https://www.stfrancishouston.org/fs/pages/drafts/1176?#fs-panel-16042
mailto:sally@sfch.org
mailto:jlowery@sfch.org


affix to their backpacks, reminding them that God is always with them. 
  

In-Person Worship 
The Holy Eucharist is offered at 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 5:00 p.m. on 
Sundays. We also offer an evening Eucharist on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. We look 
forward to seeing all those who are ready to return. For those who are not comfortable 
returning to in-person worship, we will continue to livestream our worship service on 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Access the livestream via our 
church website, YouTube channel, or Facebook page. Instructions for livestreaming 
are included at the bottom of this section. 

 
High School Bible Study: On Break Until September 
The high school Bible study is on break until September. All high schoolers are invited 
to attend. For additional information, please contact Allison Devlin via email or at 
713.882.0725. 

 
Moms' Bible Study: Mark Your Calendar for the Fall! 
The SFES Moms' Bible Study is on break for the summer. This study is led by Allison 
Devlin, director of family ministry. Please contact Allison via email or at 713.882.0725 
for more meeting details or to provide your contact information so you may get notified 
when the fall study begins. 

 
Join Mrs. Devlin for In-Person Let It Shine! 
Join Mrs. Devlin each Sunday for in-person Let It Shine! Children's Bible Breakout. All 
children from Pre-K to middle school are invited to participate. 
  

Help Meet MAM's Updated Supply Needs 
Memorial Assistance Ministries let us know that your generous donations have been 
helping to keep the organization's pantry well supplied. Thank you! They do still have 
some urgent needs, so if you are able to help, please consider donating the following 
items: 

• Laundry detergent 
• Size 6 diapers 

For additional information, contact our church liaison, Andrea Eubanks, via email or at 
713.859.1448. 
  

Fair Haven Food Pantry Needs Volunteers/Donations 
The Fair Haven Food Pantry has been providing food to help people in the Spring 
Branch/Memorial area since 1975. 

https://www.sfch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRd8Nb8GV2ad4_GB_JZWqw
https://www.facebook.com/stfrancisepiscopalhouston/
mailto:adevlin@sfch.org
mailto:adevlin@sfch.org
mailto:ajddeubanks@gmail.com


• Now operating under a client-choice model, the pantry needs friendly 
volunteers to help clients shop for their families, restock shelves, and assist with 
registration. Feeding the needy is part of serving one another, and as we serve 
others, we are serving Christ. 

• To volunteer, please click here. 
• Food Collection Items by Month: Thank you for not donating any glass 

containers or expired items. 
• May: Canned Vegetables 
• June: Canned Meat (Chicken, Tuna, Vienna Sausages) 
• July: Boxed Rice or Pasta Meals 
• August: Canned Fruit 

• For additional information, email Jessica Antel. 

 
Share Your Prayer Requests Online 
Share your prayer requests with us using the “Prayer Requests” link on the St. Francis 
Episcopal Church home page. Please feel free to submit prayer requests for yourself 
or for someone you know. All prayer requests are confidential and will not be added to 
the spoken prayer list, but will be prayed for by our staff and Pastoral Care Council over 
two months. 

 
Upcoming Bible Studies at St. Francis 
St. Francis is hosting the following Bible studies, either in-person, via Zoom, or both. To 
join a Zoom call, use the event link listed below. Regarding those Bible studies that are 
on summer break, forward your contact information to the meeting leader to be informed 
when the next session begins or to get additional information as it becomes available.  

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Wednesdays at 9:00–10:00 a.m. 
o Current Study: How to Study the Bible (4-Week Study) 
o Contact: Louise Richman 
o Zoom Meeting Link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/651248716 
o To participate, email Louise Richman. 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDIES 

• Tuesdays at 7:00–8:00 a.m. (On Summer Break Until September) 
o Contact: Martin O'Malley 

• Second Tuesday of each month at 8:00–9:30 a.m. (On Summer Break Until 
September) 

o Meeting: The Men of St. Francis Breakfast and Bible Study  
• Thursdays at 6:30–8:00 a.m. 

o Study: Life of Abraham 
o Contact: The Rev. Stuart Bates 
o Zoom Meeting Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213782442 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054da9a922aaf94-fair3
mailto:jessica.antel@gmail.com
https://www.sfch.org/
https://www.sfch.org/
mailto:louiserichman@sbcglobal.net
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/651248716
mailto:omalleymartin1@gmail.com
mailto:omalleymartin1@gmail.com
mailto:sbates@stfrancishouston.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213782442


• Meeting ID: 842 1378 2442 
• Passcode: 1c6HEL 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

• Sundays at 10:00–11:00 a.m. 
o Study: The Book of Revelations 
o Location: Hogan Board Room 
o Contact: George Hippard 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS—BIBLE STUDIES AND MEETINGS 

• Wednesdays at 6:30–8:00 p.m. (On Summer Break Until September) 
o Meeting: High School Dinner and Bible Study 
o Location: Houston Racquet Club 
o Contact: Allison Devlin 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION AND PRAYER 

• Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. 
o Meeting: Christian Meditation 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o In-Person Meeting Place: The Bride's Room 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298 

• Meeting ID: 203 726 298 
• Passcode: 05741  

• Thursdays at 7:00 a.m. 
o Meeting: Christian Meditation 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o In-Person Meeting Place: The Bride's Room 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298 

• Meeting ID: 203 726 298 
• Passcode: 057417 

• Thursdays at 6:15–6:45 a.m. 
o Meeting: Prayer Session (We read Scripture and go through a prayer 

cycle of praise, confession, thanksgiving, and intercession.) 
o Contact: Heather Burkhart 
o Zoom Meeting Link: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79725936159 

• Meeting ID: 797 2593 6159 
• Passcode: 678123 

• Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. 
o Meeting: Spiritual Enrichment 
o Contact: Fr. David Price 
o Location: The Bride's Room 

 
How to Watch Sunday Service Via Livestream 
If you would like to join St. Francis Episcopal Church’s 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Sunday 
service via livestream, here’s how to watch: 

mailto:geohipp@yahoo.com
mailto:adevlin@sfch.org
mailto:davidprice56@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298
mailto:davidprice56@yahoo.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/203726298
mailto:hpburkhart@hotmail.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79725936159
mailto:davidprice56@yahoo.com


1. Open an Internet browser on your computer, laptop, or phone. Type in the St. 
Francis website—sfch.org. 

2. Click on the “Watch Live Stream Worship Services” button. Either the 9:00 a.m. 
or 11:00 a.m. service will be available. If you prefer to watch from Facebook or 
YouTube, click on the links to go to those streaming servers. 

Prelude music will begin on the livestream 10 minutes before the service to allow time 
for your connection and your inspiration. If you miss the live video, a recording of the 
service will also be available on St. Francis's YouTube channel. 

 

https://www.sfch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRd8Nb8GV2ad4_GB_JZWqw
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